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bis, 
were by bu particular Or . forbid. to. 
rofl Ty that the Reader may be _ 
red, that as. he is not inapoſed png im- 


perfett Copies, made entire, 
of Friends ; ſo air 


and dili 
he ex other Remains 9 
h are now. offer. P ge cha- 


than thoſe a. 
Ev s d upon. the 
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weightt efts, handled with great 
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Mr. Kettlewell might go 


ure them a favourable recepti- 
or fuch was the Luſtre of his Emi- 
= Sandlity, that all Parties paid a duc 
Veneration to his Charafter ; and how 
wide ſoever they differ d in other Mat- 
ters, - they own d the Perfettion of his 
Chriſtian Morals : Indeed his great Pie- 
ty, uſcful ry, and (vlid Judgment, 
ren 


have very 
ul Artif Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity #* its tras Light, 
and corvey him down to Poſterity in his 
full proportion, that the World may know 
how c he praftifed thoſe Daties be 
preached to others, and confirmd his Do- 
Arines by the Attrattive of a 
futable Example, which will make his 
Name to live, and be mentioned with 


Reverence im the Records of Church- | 


Hiſtory. 

1 know his great Modefty the 
Day Fl Judgment foon enough to lay open 
the ſeveral Particularities of _ ; 
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ry Fes Fo — Set if Wiſdom and 


PFiety, and Yertue, and a large 
bo Ant may be allowed —_— 
Sitate the an” > + $0, H—_— 

prove very antagious to Chriſt i- 
—_ gener al, eſpecially ts thoſe who have 
the great Homout to attend at the Altar, 
and are dedicated to the more immediate 
Service of God, by furniſhing them with 
fo compleat a Modlel for their Direition, 
Examples being allowed to have a mighty 
Farce in ' forming us to a right Temper of 
Mind, by a lively Repreſentation in pra- 
Alice of the Poſſibility and Faftneſs of thoſe 
Precepts which are ſo agreeable to our beſt 
Reaſon, and which our Holy Religion re» 
quires of us. 

Now the Example of this Faithful Ser- 
vant of God was fitted for Univerſal 
Imitation, we find no Aﬀettations of Sin- 
ity 'in indifferent Things, no Streſs 

ſome particular Duties to the 
prejudice and nex/ett of others; but he 
had a reſpet to all God's Commands; 
his Life was of a piece, and he diſtin- 
A 2 guiſh'd 


4 Hſe þp nating his Comverſa- 
tion gave frequent 
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of all Sin," that he ftarted even at the 
ppearance of it ; the Flame of 
prudent Leal burnt bright in his Mind ; 
and as nothing gave him a greater Con- 
cern, than the hazard Men- expoſe them- 
ſelves to, by the negleft of their Eter- 
nal Salvation , ſo his chief Sollicitude 
Care was always to. ſearch and contrive 
Means to prevent their Everlaſting Ruin ; 
and bis Ti s were employ d (how to 
reſcue Souls from thoſe Snares which are 
laid for them by the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil. 
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and | [1 jan ng, 
Great Parts, Meet- 
neſs and Humility, jan like a dangerous 
Weapon in the Hands of a Mad-man, who 
uſes -it fore againſt bimſelf and 
others ; the Compiler of his Life wil 
have no great difficulty to find warjer) 
of Inſtances to juſtifie this part” of bis. 
Charatter ; for -he ſhowed-out of a good. 
Converſation his Works with Meekneſs 
of Wiſdom. oe 7 
1 cannot forbear upon this Occafion to 
mention his controverfral Writings, which 
bear evidence in this Caſe, and are a ge- 
wiine Proof of what was ſo very commen- 
dable in bim ; He never treats ns Adver- 
faries with if , Seorn or ' Con- 
tempt, nor with Refleftions, or in- 
jurious Surmiſes ; nor becauſe he thought 
they erred in one Point, did he ever e»- 
deavour to make them Guilty of all ; nor 
does he confecrate any unchriſtian heat un- 
der a pretence of defending Truth ; a daw- 
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gerow Rock whereupon many Learned, and 
—_—_— good men have fatally ſplit ; as 
if while a Zeal was expreſs d in matters 
of Belief, the weighty matters of Prattice 
might be negle#ted, and if while we ſhew 
our ſelves warmly concern'd for God's H10- 
wour, we were exempted from all Chriſtian 
Rules in the Proſecution of it ; but the 
Wrath of Man worketh not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God ; it being a very irregular 


Method to defend bis Cauſe, by the breach 


of many of bu Precepts, and as rmproper 
to expett to convince a Man's Reaſon, when 
we provoke his Indignation by any uncivil 
Treatment. The Suggeſtions of a Hea- 
then in thu Particular are very (pertinent 
who adviſes, To give way to falſhood 
with Mildneſs. Whereby as bus Commen- 
tator , Hieroc'es affirms , He doth not 
mean we ſhould embrace it, but only 
give it a patient Hearing, and-not to 
count it ſuch 'a ſtrange thing, if Men 
fall off ſometimes from Truth And that 
excellent Maralift , a litthe before adme- 
niſhes thoſe who are able to deſtroy Er- 
rour, not to do it vehemently nor in- 

ſolently. | 
Moreover Plutarch , that great Orna- 
ment of Moral, as well as Fliſtorical Lear- 
ning, makes the way of managing a Diſ- 
courſe with modeſty and mildnels of 
Temper, 
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tor, it as his Opinion, That Diſputes 
go with and op- 


eng 


Contention, are unworthy of 
OLIN 


ed 


I am Des the Precepts of our 
Saviour are full to that Purpoſe, 
cum legimus um non 
contemnimus 2 And that perfetf Model 
of Piety bath ſet an Example of great 
Meekneſs, in inſtruting thoſe that oppor 
ſed themſelves , and exerciſed an abun- 
dance of Patience, in bearigg with the In- 
firmities of Men , and above all recom- 
mends the Pattern os bu — a the 
ſureſt method a Likeneſs to 
him, to which wo bo was pleaſed to 
be repreſented by a Lamb; and the Spirit 
that tawght Chriſtianity came down in the 
a Dove. 

How charitable and beneficial a Mind 
be bad, I the whole Courſe of 
bis Life, w 1 Ho prankg ts 
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noble Ends of making others Happy; ei- 
ther by bu pious Converſation, or charita- 
Ble ; by bis judicius Writings, or pro- 
fitable Sermons, which were always 

ted to the necefuties of bis Flock, and gave 
warning of thofe Dangers which threatned 
them: He was rea: _-= all Occafrons 

the P. 


ro ſupply the wants of oor according 
to bu Abilities ; and the affiſtance he gave 
the Sick in his: Pariſh by ſome 5till be had 


that way, was made- as a favourable 
Jon to inſtill Lach Inſtru- 
ions, and ſerved as a Vehicle to convey 
Nouriſhment to their _ precious Souls ; no- 
thing could ſet bounds to his large Mind, 
but that Period which will ſet s to 
all things; for his Inclinations of doing 
good were pong conſpicuous at hu 
Death . in that confiderable Settlement he 
made for ever upon the Poor of the Pariſþ 
where he was porn in York(hire. 7 call 
it confiderable, becauſe Five and twenty 
Pounds yearly Revenue in' that County wve- 
ry well juſtifies it ; befides it will more 
deſervedly appear fo, when the Reader 
{ball Fnow 'twas near half of bu Eſtate; the 
remainder. was Dedicated to the aſſiſtance 
of thoſe "Relations , whoſe Circumſtances 
"moſt requred bw Help: but fince God had 
wot Bleſſed him with Children, be 
adopted the poor Members of. Chrifh,, as 
BL __#iars 
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an 
t repi 
tx fo for \want of Hue, he thanke 
that was put in- 
to by ark of t his Love and 
Devotion towards him. And TI tbelieve 
there never was a Settlement of that kind 
made with greater Piety and Prudence ; 
the Qualifications of thoſe who are to re- 
ceirve benefit by it, are Prit gat ions 
to the YVertues of a Chriſtian » "be 
has laid down ſuch ory (tos ne So 
of it, as in humaye Probability may 
tain their End.; and has provided for al 
thoſe Difficulties which might threaten to 
render it ineffeftual ; which was all the la- 
bour of bis own Brain, and recerved only its 
orm from the skilful in the Law ; "tis poſ 
fible the World may ſee the whole at th, 
fuce it may ſerve to, direft thoſe w whoſe 
hearts God ſhall touch with ſuch charita 
Diſpofitions. _ while the World laſts 
ar will be clot ver Ming mw at: (vs 
the Hungry, 
made ng, wii rele 
ties) inflrutting me wept ell and = 
perſwading the Poor to apply them- 
ſelves to the Service of God, by 
it the means of their ſup re to obey him. 
Happy, Soul ! Thy joy Good will 
be /till excreafing be the Bleſſed fruit oh 


ro to by 


mitics of our frail Nature, a good 

often thinks no Pleaſure comparable to 
that of Glorifying God ; what an unconcei- 
vable Happineſs muſt it be in the next 
Life, where all the Excellencies of the 
Devine Being ſhall be clearly diſcovered, 
and where Love 1s pure without the leaſt 
mixture, on _ — Ca- 
pecity ; to t fries bin 
whom he Loves, and phe to make 
him yet loved by others > And this bis 
charitable Temper appeared not only in 
his Aftions, but alſo in his Diſcourſe, which 
was govern d by favourable Interpretati- 
ons of what others either did or ſaid; 
and where things were apprehended by 
bim, ſo apparently wicked and unrighteous, 
that they would not admit of his Candor, 
there be ſhewed his Charity in judging fa- 
wourably of theſe Diſpofitions of mind 
wherewith they were done, aſcribing them, 
if be could lay bold of any Colour and + 
Pretence, ta the moſt excuſable Princi- 


He excelled in all the ſuffering Vere 
twes which are the peculiar Beayties of 
Chriſtianity, and which the wiſe ou 
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good Providence of God, called upon bim 
tolexerciſe ; as Patience, Truſt 
in God, upon him for Suc- 
cour, Self-denial , cheerfully up 


the Croſs, forgiving Injuries, and doi 
ro bes; rd deſpitefully 
im; avd had he alwaies lived in a calm 
we could not have formed ſo juſt an Idea 
of his worth ; for we muſt be in a ſuffering 
ate, and expoſed to the weight of many 
and great affliftions, before we can be aſ- 
ſured how patiently and contentedly, how 
cheerfully and courag iouſly we can any 
thew ; and agr to this 'tis rema 
able that Plato to finiſh his Charatter 4 a 
Righteous man, makes him paſs through a 
ſcene of ſufferings to inflife the principle 
of his verte ; fleeting pains of this ſhort 
life wel! recompenced with everlaſiing joys. 

His condutt in the work of the Miniſtry 
ſufficiently evidenc'd to the world, how 
truly he onſuered that important demand 
in Ordination ; Whether he truſted he 
was inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt 
to take upon him that Office and Mini- 
Rration? 

The conſtant application of his time and 
pains to the diſcharge of hi Paſtoral Du- 
ties ; the great neglett he always 
in ſoliciting Preferments, and his readi- 
eſs and chearfulneſs in parting with that 

Station 
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_—_ > was exo ng when he appre- 


onconfiſtent with 
_ only SE 
the Sacred 


ad 1 hr pre th 
otones 


of ftrift Pie md pray ha Devotion ; 
and when 1 tell the Reader that bis 
admirable Book of Death made Comfor- 
a the laſt effort of his Charity for the 
—_—_ Brethren, was the ſubjet- 

ow of his own pradtice, and t ID: 
Slant exerciſe of his devout under 
_ pore and linger ing fckneſs, which 
riod to his we be ſatiſ- 
5 that he died chedeath of the Righte- 

ous, and that his latter end.was like his. 

_ Ti true, Good men alwaies die well , 
becauſe qualified for that bappy ftate u 
which they enter ; though the circumftan- 
ces of their death be never ſo ſudden, and 
though the nature of their Diſeaſe deprives 
us of their edifying example. in the exer- 
cife of death- d wertues ; yet when God 
gives time, and the advantay, e of an un- 
rr] underſtanding, rhos pious ſoul is 
carefull 
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carefall to make uſe of ſuch Bleſſings; for 
ahd/grening a happy —_ 
chooght. bis fickneſs a ſeaſon to trim 


it, and to provide ens | 
. rae forthe Br b 


coming ; he pr. rem- 
affairs, and after bis Legacy 

for Far ge ys ten nas, offs 

grateful Remembrance, and the 


ſervices of bis Inferiors by decent Gratw- 


or Repentence, (a prattice bighly ne- 
ary to be imitated, by thoſe 5s 
been ingaged in Controverfie) be heartily be- 
wailed all bis Miſcarriages, and made thoſe 
ſolemn profeſtons of bis Faith, which the 
requires,” and which have a great 
Tendency to ſtrengthen and confirm thoſe 
that ſurvive: he freely forgave all. the 
world, = was ready and willing to -_ 
Compen/ation for any wrong that < 
be - ed oS.: him ; he Aly joyned in 
the publick. Prayers of \the Church, and. 
frequently ' received the \ Bleſſed :Sacra- 
ment, once as the Viaticum of a dying 
Chriſtian, with the benefit of _—_ 
from 
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from cans of bis f; y 
he remnant of his ſtr manay' 

i} May p- | 
roy i fo we elf 

recerving t frequent Ss f would 

condi- 

— _ 


: be bere bis 

tiew without the leaf 

tent, FR, Tray tee. a> arr 
Heaven, he never betrayed the leaft 

y ey the removal of his pains, til 

God's appointed time fhould come, and 

was willing to bear yet longer thoſe preſ- 

feres under which he lay, if —_— 

t ts continue them, os - Ft 

that happineſs he ſo earneſtly 

red, and ſo comfortably expetied, which 

anſwers 8. Auguſtin's charatter of a good 

Chriſtian, Qui patienter vivit, & delec- 


 rabiliter moritur. 


No werds can furniſh us with a clearer 
Idea of his true Chriſtian firmneſs of © 
mind, than thoſe _ ell from his own 
mouth upon the immediate approach 
death, when he expreſſed bimkalf in this 
manner : I am entring upon my laſt la» | 
bour, the Lord gave and he is now ta- 
king away, bl be the Name of the 
Lord ; for I thank my God I am go going 
without any diſtruſt, fm rm the 
miſgiving, to a place of reſt and joy and 
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find in them the way to Heaven; the 
Chriſtian duties contzined therein have 


as you ſce me do: I have ſore licche 
pain indeed, but my pain is nothing fo 


y 
Bleſſed Saviour Feſws Chriſt, 1 ſhall be 


carried up into Abrabam's bolome. Af- 


ter which he made this ſhort Prayer. 
I wait, O God, for that everlaſting 
reſt which I want at preſent, but ſhall 
not forg ; F am ready when thou my 
God calls for me, yet can ſtay with pa- 
tience till chou pleaſeſt, for thy time is 
the beſt time, and thy pleaſure the beſt 

pleaſure. 
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pleaſure. Such a carefull and wiſe provi- 
fron:had be made for'his laſt hours, as to 
be able to look death in the face, not only 
without amazement, but even with a great 
degree of joy and conſolation. 

In ſhort, be was Learned without Pride ; 
Wiſe and Fudicious without Cunning ; he 
ſerved at the Altar without either Cove- 
touſneſs or Ambition; he was Devout 
without - AﬀeHtation , fencerely Religious 
without Moroſeneſs, Courteous and Afﬀable 
without Flattery or mean Compliances ; 
Fuſt without Rigour, Charitable without 
Vanity, and heartily zealous for the Inte- 
reſt of Religion without Fattion, we 
that ſurvive imitate the patters of his 
piety, that we may attain that happineſs 
which be now poſſeſſes as the reward of it 
and in conſort with him and all thoſe bleſe 
ſed Souls who have departed this life in 
the faith and fear of God, fing Allelujabs 
ro the King of Saints, falvation and glo- 
ry, honour and power to him that fit- 
teth on the throne, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
Amen. 
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DISCOURSE L 
Stating the Notion, of the Chei- 
ſtianSalyation, and ſhewing ic 
chiefly to conſiſt in a deliverance 
from. our Sins, 
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On Mate. i. 41, Thott ſhale call bi 
Name Jeſus : For be ſhall ſave his 
People from their ſins. | 


INCE all men, po as 
Pfetence to Sobriety Religt- 
on, profeſs themſelves moſt ear- 
neſtly deſirous of Salvation ; and 
the great Errand of our bleſſed Lord in- 
to the world was to putchaſe it, and 
make a render of it to them ; it may 
as onee it did 
et for all this; 


Chriſtian Salvation, 
oy live all their days in a courſe of Sins 
and die without amendment ; and 
men the Scripture aſſures us, in the laſt 
Judgment will not be forgiven ; fo, that 
notwi 


G_—_— not only c—_—_ it doth 
conſi They it to be ſomething 
elſe than what ic is, and fo are uſt 
ally to hope well of it, and, 
they have attained to it, 
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a Deliverance from Sin. 


ſaved from Puniſhment, whilft:they per- 
ſevere in the Practice of their Sins. For 
if we come to the moſt profligate Sin- 
ner, altho' 'it be upon his Death-bed , 
when he is going out of the world with 
all his fins, and unmortified Luſts about 
him ; even he, who is thus loſt in 
fin, will till talk of his Savionr Chrift, 
and hopes to be faved by him notwith- 
Tot redreſs ſoch danger 

0 prevent or ous 
tniſtakes in 4 matter of ſo high moment, 
I intend in diſcourſing upon theſe words, 


Firſt, To tepreſefit to you what that 
Salvation is, which Chriſt has purchaſed 
for us. And, 

Secondly, To note fortio particular 
Uſes and Impfovements of it. 


Kirſt, 1 ſhall repreſent to you what 
that Salvatiors is, which Chriſt has pur- 
chas'd for us. | 

To ſave, is, to deliver from evil and 
damer ; and may be exterided to as ma- 
ny evils, as mien may be delivered from. 


Thus every where in David's Pſalms, - pry .. 


the Deliverance of tlic righteous out 


effliQtions and rroubles, ig called * his 27.3% 


Salvation j and Gideoy is 
B z 


ved 


Chriſtian Salvation, 


ved Iſrael when he reſcued them out of 
the hands of the Midianites, Jud. 6. 14. 
Now as for thoſe evils which Chriſt 
came to fave us from, in our Delive- 
rance from which conſiſts our Chriſtian 
Salvation, they are not the temporal evils 
and afflitions of 'this Life. Zſis Xing- 
dom was not of - this world ; nor is his Pro- 
retion always from the evils of it ; kc 
himſelf was a man of ſorrows, and his 
Church muſt expe to be like him, and 
to live under Perſecutions. But they 


are, 


. Firſt, Our fixs; and conſequent up- 
of them, 

Secondly , Thoſe eternal Puniſhments, 
which are due unto us for them. U 
theſ: accounts it is, that he is Chrif the 
Saviour ; be ſhall be called Jeſus, or a Sa- 
viour faith the Angel, becauſe he ſhall 
Jave bis people frm their fins. 

' Ag forthe latter of theſe, viz. the De- 
liverance from eternal Death, and Hell- 
rorments, which are the Puniſhment 
that is due unto our Sins ; this Chriſt 
has undoubtedly purchaſed for all thoſe ' 


that are his. _ There remains no Condem- 
wation to tm that are in Chriſt Jeſus; 
ith 
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faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. x. but they 
are paſſed over from death unto life, Joh. 
5.24. God who ſhould in anger exact 
thoſe Puniſhments, is reconciled to them 
the _—_ of bis Son, Rom. 5. 10. irs 
now they are no longer under his 
ſeverity as an offended Lord, but can 
look upon him as their ProteQtor, and 
Patroh, having received the Spirit of A- 
doption, whereby they can call him Abba, 
i. e. Father, Rom. 8. 15. | 
And as for this Deliverance, from the 
worm of Conſcience, and Pangs of Soul, 
from the eternal Pains of Hell, and the 
Horrors of Darkneſs , we are generelly 
apt to think it a Deliverance indeed., 
and ſuch as we have all great need of ; 
for who is willing to hve with ever- 
laſting burnings > Who would be con- 
tent to roar in never ending Tortures ? 
There is no man who believes there is 
ſuch a place as Hell , but whenſoever he 
ſeriouſly conſiders of it, moſt earneſtly 
deſires to be ſecured from it ; and there- 
fore among all thoſe, who are not A- 
theiſtical or deſperacrely looſe and in- 
conſiderate, we ſee thereare few or none, 
who will not make ſome profeſſion and 
perform ſome outward and caſfie Ads of - 
Religion, that thereby they may quiet 
B 3 their 
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their own Conſciences, with ſome con” 
fidence, altho' never ſo groundleſs, of 
their ſhare in this Salvation. But then, 

Secondly, As for thoſe other evils which 
Chriſt came to ſave us from, wiz. Our 
fins; men ate not ordinarily fo full 
periwaded of their illneſs, nor think 
they have any great need to be ſaved 
from them. For their ſins they dearly 
fove and take delight in ; and therefore 
they do not look upon it as a Salvation, 
but as a ſpoil, to have them taken 
from them. And yet it is moſt certain, 
thar this was the great Salvation which 
Chriſt deſigned” us, and which he be- 
came man to procure for us ; be hat 
be called Jeſus, faith the Angel, becauſe 
be ſhall ſave his Powe from their fins. 

Our greateſt Evils are our fins, and 
Chriſt's ſaving is his reforming, and re- 
ducing the hearts of the ſinful and diſobe- 
dient to the Obedience of theJuſt: He ſaves 
when he makes the bold, irreligious man 
awful, and the proud man humble; when 
he poſſeſſerh the hearts of the peeviſh 
and contentious, of the envious and re- 
vengeful, with Meekneſs and Patience, 
Charity and Peace. He deliyers the co- 
verous man from his unſatiable love of 
riches, the carnal mind from its intem- 
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4 Deliverance from Sin. 
perate deſire of ſenſual Pleaſures. In one 
word he faves us from our own Self-will, 
and makes us to become entirely re- 
ſignd to the will of God. 
This reformation of our hearts and 
lives, by ing us from all ſinful Lufts 
and wicked ices was the great De- 
liverance which Chriſt was ſent ro effect 
for us, as might be evidenced from the 
fed to Abraham; which as 
St. Peter expounds it, did principally in- 
tend it; A, 3- 25, 26. from the Pre- 
ditions of Prophets concerning the 
Meſſiah, which clearly foretold it, Fzek. 
IT. 19,20. a.62.25. Fer. 32. 39. from 
the Covenant promiſed to be made with 
the houſe of Iſrael in thoſe days; whereof 
Jeremiah ipeaks, which in plain termsex- 
preſſes it ; Jer. 31. 33. from the Decla- 
rations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who 
every where proclaim, that the end of 
his coming was to call Sinners to _— 
tance, Mat. 9. 13. To turn men from dark- 
weſs to light, AQt.26.18. To redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a pec- 
liar people zealous f good works, Tit.2.14. 
and that his Goſpel appears bringing Sal- 
vation in teaching us, that denying all un- 
godlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, godly, and righteouſly in this pre- 
B 4 ſent 
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Chriſtian Salvation, 
ſent world, Tit. 2.11, 12. All theſe are 
many diret Arguments, and clear Proofs 
of Chriſt's deſign to ſave men, by ma- 
king them better, and that his Delive- 
rance was to conſiſt chiefly in their Re- 
formation, and in reſcuing them from 


rance, and the power of God as St. Paul 
calls it, to Salvation, 1 ſhall rather chuſe 
at preſent to inſiſt more particulazly up- 
on ſuch parts of it, as are peculiarly fit- 
red for this deſign, which will be the 
beſt way of demonſtrating this Dotrine. 
And thoſe are chiefly Three ; the Pre- 
cepts, the.Promiſes , the Threatnings, 
which are declared to us therein. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall conſider the Precepts of 
the Goſpel; and that the great Salvation 
which thele are deſigned to promote a- 
mong us is this Deliverance from our 
ſins, is plain from thence, becauſe they 
do molt. fully, and indiſpenſibly ex- 
at it, Never did any Laws of for- 
mer Legiſlators, extepd the compaſs of 
Vertue io wide, and advance it to ſuch 
a pitch, as the Laws of Chriſt do ; they 
require a more full Obedience, and a 

more 
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more perfect reformation,than before that 
rime the world had ever heard reg ant 


; Y: 
- ſeveral —_ ——— clearly 
larity, and Sinfulneſs in fſeve- 
ral A@tons, which the Gentiles, nay e- 
ven the Jews themſelves never dreamed 


3 of. 


1. They repreſent the Nature of D: 
anion and diſcover an wegneriy in 
ſeveral Actions, which by the bare Light, 


* and Law of Nature the Gentiles never 


ſaw: They diſcern'd no evil in worſhip- 
g of Images , and inferiour Deities, 
Rites, and ſuperſtitious Ob- 

HED they knew no fin in hating 
of gn Enemy, in curſing and reproach- 
ing of him, in returning his Afﬀronts, 


and ,Laſciviouſne(s ; Fornication and 
Whoredoms were held generally amo 

them to. be as lawful as their Mears and 
vm in theſe Aftions as in ſeveral 


puniſhment ; 
as the Pſalmiſt fays, God afterw 
ſhew'd to Jacob and hs to Iſrael, but- 
& for the heathen Nations, they have . not 


known 
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Cs ens Law, is a Murderer, 


ons, ſuch as Feel, and Racha, or empty 
Fellow, He is liable, fays our Saviour, 
to Hell fire,” Mar. 5. 22. Render to no 


man evil —_ evil, x own tem that ere 


of Hong 
may be , and the true 


| of your Father which is is Hea- 
_— vRSRgs ——_— 
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he Matt. 5. 5,48. and 
{ ap eu and direction of all 
yew? ip, we are forbid to gi 


ve 
he- 


be 


as the ing of many Wives, the put- 
ting away their Wroes for every cauſe, the 
ing againſt their Enemies, and reta- 


as for o- 
ther 
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Chriſtian Salvation, 
ther things. whoſe Sinfulneſs the Law 
did really diſcover to them ; were 


ſtill in a general Igr them, 

ions of their Wiſe Mex. Of 
theſe our Saviour has given us ſeveral 
Inſtances ; for as for the main, and moſt 
ſubſtantial Duties of the Law; ſuch as 
FTwuſtice, Mercy, and the like ; had 


for which the Pr are often reprov- 
ing them, or of ſome cheap exterior 
Performances. Woe unto you Scribes and 
Phariſees, ſays our Saviour, for they pay 
tythe of Mint, Aniſe and Cummin ; but 0- 
mit the weightier Matters of the Law, as 
, Mercy and Faith ; whereas theſe 
things chiefly, ye ought to have done, and 
ot to have left the other undone, Matt.2 3. 
23. They had taken off all Duty to Pa- 
rents requird in the Fifrh Command- 
ment, by an unrighteous Vow, or Oath 
called Corban, of their own deviſing, Te 
ſay, ſays our Saviour, in oppoſition to 
what God has ſaid in the Fifcb Com- 
mandment; 7hat if a man fay to bu 
Father or Mother, it is Corban, i.e. a b; 
by whatſoever thou mighteſt be profite 
me ; he ſhall be free, And ye ſuffer him 
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Cs _ 
their corrupt Caſuiſtry about't 

Woe to you Scribes and Phariſees, fays 
Chriſt; which ſay, whoſoever ſhal ſwear 
by the Temple, it is nothing ; or whoſoever 
 halfoee by the Geldof oh ; but 
bythe Gold o the Tem: 
-- 505m 


Foreigners and Heathens, and by a proud 
rileges =" they were ddpaban's Gil 
v as were 's 
dren. For upon this account, it was they 
came to Chriſt, with that captious Qye- 
ſtion, Maſter, what thinkeſt thou, us it 
lawful to T__ tribute unto Caeſar or wot ? 
by his Anſwer to have matter to 
accuſe him, either of Diſloyalty to Ce- 
ſar if he denied, or of betra _ the Free- 
doms, and Privileges iſh Na- 
tion if wt int) 4p _ 23-16,16,17: 
Thus defeQtive was the Senſe of Du- 
ty , which even the Jews themſelves 


were generally guided by: under Moſes s 
Law. 
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neſs and true holineſs, Ephel. 4. 24. God 
has made our Duty, to be only a 
tranſcript of his own perfe&tions ; he 
requires no more of us than to be ſuch as 
he is himſelf, that we may be meet: to 
live with him, and take delight in hidn- 
for ever and ever. If then we wou 
hope to enjoy God, in being like him'in 
the next world, we muſt ſtudy to be ver- 
tuous here in this; we have no ſhare of 
his likeneſs as long' as we wallow in ſin 
and wickedneſs ; and ſo far as we are 
anlike, we are uncapable, if he. ſhould 
be ſuppoſed to give way to it never ſo 
much , of partaking in that Happineſs, 
which conſiſts in our likeneſs, and re- 
ſemblance to him. - - 64d - « 
This Happineſs of the beatifick Viſi 
on then, which conſiſts in a near reſem- 
blance to God himſelf, a wicked man 
Eannot receive, ſince all manner of wick- 
edneſs renders us moſt utterly unlike to 
him, and as for any other Happineſs, 
which we may promiſe our ſelves to find 
there ; men of ſinful Lives and Inclina- 
tions are as utterly uncapable of that too. 
For ſo long as their Natures are corrupt, 
and' finful Luſts and Diſpoſitions rei 
itt them , they can take no delight in the 
oelier world, nor would Heaveg it _ 


Chriſtian Salvation, 
if they were 
of Pleaſure t 


them : In the Reſurretion from the dead, 
ſays our Saviour, they neither Marry , 
nor are given in Marriage : That is a Fools 
wiſh, and a Mahometan s Paradiſe ; they 
neither eat nor drink to ſuſtain them, 
ſince they cannot die any more ; being in 
not like men on Earth, but 

equal ta the Angels of God in Heaven, 
«kh, 20. 35, 36. Again, if a man is tur- 
bulent and faQtious, apt to ſet Friends at 
odds, and to caſio Enmities ; if his 
whole delight is to ſtir up ſtrife, and to 
engage Parties ; in Heaven he muſt live 
alone, for he will find no Abettors, nar 
Encouragers, nor after all his Labgur 
tes procure 
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procure fo much as one adherent in that 
moſt peaceable and quiet place. 

Again, if a man 15 ill natur'd and en- 
vious;if he _— becauſe —_— rogers 
and grieves at t perity of his Neigh- 
wer... to place him in Heaven, —_— 
even the meaneſt Souls, whom he moſt 
contemned on Earth, are Crown'd with 
immortal Happineſs, would be the readi- 
eſt way both infinitely to heighten,and to 
perpetuate his Torments. 

Again, if a Man's heart is full of ha- 
tred and malice, if he delights in doing 
miſchief, and is glad at his Soul when he 
can work his ſpite, and revenge an inju- 

- what ſhould he do in Heaven, where 
there is nothing elſe but Mercy, For- 
giveneſs and Love. There are none 
there, but who have loved, not only 
their Friends, but even their Enemies : 
they have ſought the good of all the 
World, and have hazarded; yea, when 
it was needful, laid down their own Lives 
to confirm, or bring others to the truth 
and mgke them happy. This was the 
Gallantry of their Vertue then, and 
it is their immortal Honour and Delight 
now ; they ſtill refle& upon it, and al- 
ways rejoyce in it; and then to 'make 
ſuch a man as this a conſtant Witneſs of 

C 2 that 
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that joy, is to confute and reproach, to 
CIO INTAN Gtunans, 
Again, if a man is proud iti- 
ous, if he give himſelf up to aſſume 
ſtate , and expe attendance ; if his 


ti aim be to be above his Brethren, 


and to have them ſubmit and pay a defe- 
rence,to bow and cringe to him ; what de- 
light ſhould he take in Heaven, where he 
would find every Saint raiſ& to Honour, 
whilſt he ſtands off at a diſtance, only 
as a Looker on ; for all the Saints in 
Heaven , yea, even the very meaneſt 
whom he accounted unworthy to come 
into his Preſence here on Earth, are 
Chriſt's Brethren, and God's Heirs; t 
are ſet upon a Throne, and Crown'd wit 
an unſpeakable and immortal weight of 
Glory. And this all the Saints about 
them, whether higher or lower in Ha 
pineſs and Honour, a ing as the 4 
grees of their Faith and Obedience in 
this World have. been, are infinitely 
pleaſed with.For whilſt were here on 
Earth, they were wont to eſteem others bet- 
ter than themſetves, Phul. 2. 3. And to/ook 
every man not ſo much wpon his own things, 
as the things of others, 1 Cor. 10. 24. 
And this temper they carried to Heaven 
with them, where every one yew 
Wit 
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with each other, and counts his Brothers 
Happineſs his own : If this Man then 
were there, he would ſce all thoſe ex- 
alted, whom his Pride would make low ; 
he would ſee them honoured, whom-he 
would have deſpiſed ; he would grieve 
and envy, fret and fume alone, and Grd 
them honourd, and ' himſelf" vnpitied, 
and contema'd to all Eternity. ; 

Laſtly, if a man is an' Enemy of God, 
and an hater of Reli if it has been 


ful Realities 2 'To ſee what being Reli- 
gious comes to, which he derided ; 


all good men fixt in-height of G 


ligion ; or out-brave himſelf out of his 
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place ; but it w6uld;4Ho render $80 uſt 
cave ſtate, and miakt Heaven felt -be- 
come in part a Hell to us. | Fort would 
fill-us as T' have 
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As Reforttiation 6f our Lives 
inf Nis, and Deliverarice ſony th, 


ptures y 
St. Paul pllity af That Hr Ve = 
muſt thro! that method 
y, which God has 
th ors Dear wr fend y; WL: 'o 
God s deliver 
darkneſs hath phar'y.l.vr to be partakers 
the Inheritance of the Saints in light, 
I.I12, 13. our Saviour Gyre 
as 2 preſly, That « RO we ane anfor .off fo ad old 
man which 
and be Wo phergp. ven - qurtnx enter Aragry 


Kingdom Gd Joh. 
This then is exe bai? from the De- 


from ſin in this World; is indiſpenſible- 
' requiſite ro our Salvation in' the next. 


have ſhewn,.that is after the'/z 


ittul, od pl 
verry {ber - comple Liket ; Ui - 
4 plies 
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pies an entire Exemption, and moſt ab- 


olute Deliverance ap all manner of fin. * 
© 'This Perfeftion and Compleatne(s of 


xpet in Heaven, whereas * 


St. Paul lays, The Spirits of juſt men are | 
made perfef, Heb. 1 2. 2.3. But as for the 
Like I, we muſt enter upon it, and 
nofrmaton That Life of Vertueand 
R 


which rr Tio: 6-gteryr> 
V 


ich nevertnds but which is to grow 
up to fullc and to beeternal in the 
Heay therefore, the Scriptures as | 
in relpack of the full Perfeftion and Frui- 
tion ofat, which is to be had in the next 
World, they are w obo of it. as 
a thig Mes ;ſoin of that more 
yment, hich we have 

of it in this World, they uſe ſometimes 
to ſpeak, of it as a thing poſſe(sd here: 
He that. beligves on me, faith our Savi- 
our, bath eternal mg Joh. 6. 47. And 
again, Whoſe . eateth 1 and drink. 

MO my þ bleed bath Pit fe, Verlie 54. 
St, John bigs them, That believe on the 


the Son ' of Ged,. know that th 
ren. erpal life, 7 1:3- And he 
Cr on Goodneſs of Spirit, which on 
Saviour expreſſed by water, \Joh. 4.: and 

which he bid the PE of Sauna app 


Lia 


aEfafEe: 


- 
7 


BETTIE ABREBRESD 


> 
4 


a Deliverance from Sig. 


of him, Verſe 10. he tells her, Shall be 
aWell of water ſpringing up to eternal 


life, Verle 14. 

A Life of V and Obedience then 
s no only «neceſſary Qualification 
our Salvatian, 
ven; but in a 


vation and 


way to Happineſs, 
mcaſareit is that Happineſs; whoſe 
priecion and complentDegres we re 
to hope for in Heaven. TheMiſery that 
befell us all in Adam, was our falling from 
God's image, wherein he and all his Holy 
tr are infinitely Happy ; and __ 
and Salyation which is pro- 
tous in Chriſt, is our Reſtoration 
ay op het the Promiſes of God, 
'tis clear from them, that the Sal- 
vation which they are far is this 
_— from our fins; fince-all o- 
promiſed Bleſſings are made to de- 
pen upon ALY ing pred ot 
uld be had without it; .nay , ſince 
this Ay gpac gant chief promis'd 
Mercy, even Happineſs, and. eter- 
nal Lafe it elf ; and as to the't] 
0 Goſpel, | gropores to, 


Thir dly, 


26 Oriftion Salvation, 

Thirdly, Thoſe Threattings which are 
contain'd therein, the Salvation whith 
they aim at, is evidently rhis Delive- 
ranve from our Sins, which are thoſe ve- | 

pt nr Ss 
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Chriſtian Salvation, 
what Preaching, what Ordinances are (a- 
ving: For if Salvation mainly conſiſts 
in our Deliverance from our as We 
have evidently ſeen it doth ; then that 
is a ſaving Faith which makes us obedi- 
ent ; and that a ſaving Repentance which 
works our Amendment;and that is ſaving 
Grace, which enables us to a pious Pra- 
Qice ; and that is ſaving Preaching,which 
is fitted, not to fill us with vain Delights, 


or” learned Niceties, or abſtract Specula- 
10us Notions, but to a- 


formances. '' "This is to be the end of all 
the helps of Religion, and this the Ex- 
CE Cn 
they tend ſtrongly to make-us teave our 
fins, and reſcue us from:Diſobedience. 
Our Salvation is a:Deliverarice from our 
ins, and then any is ſaving when 
;t delivers and frees us them. 

2. A ſecond Uſe which tthall note- of 
this Diſcourſe, is for the 7ryal of our 
State; to knowriwhcher dad Kodeed 

number of the ſaved or: no; for 

Vation Ct in our. Deliverance 
our ſins, then they r= 
ut 


4 Deliverance from Sins. 


but loſt men, who (till live in them, and 
| arc enſlaved to them. Is any man then 


2 a conternner, or prophaner of God, of 


RORGASS BSAOSSBARIS0 


Ld 
or 


his dreadful Name, or of his holy word? 
Doth he 1; his time in Luxury and 
Want , Pride and Covetouſneſs ? 
are his hands full of violence ? or is he a 
to the ways of Peace ? In fine, 

if he doth not make it his buſineſs and 
care, to fear God and keep his Com- 
mandments, to be humble, chaſte and 
tem - todoall men Juſtice, and to 
if the Truth, and love all, even his 
Enemies, and employ himſelf in all the 
inſtances of Duty, which muſt at the laſt 
and great Day be the matter of his Ac- 
count, he has either no ſhare at all, or 
not enough, in Chriſt's Salvation. The 
chiefeſt Grace which they enjoy, is the 
Grace of forbearance. God doth nor 
ſnatch ſome of them away in their de- 
plorable, nor others in their inſecure 
Condition, but allows them time and 
opportunities of Reformation ; and the 
only advice which I can give them, is to 
renounce their evil Courtes, and to live 
as new men ; and then they may com- 
fortably conclude ; that they are in a 
ſafe fate, and are not without their part 
in that Salvation which Chriſt came to 
procure for them. 3- A 
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7 hall make of this Dil 


which 


2. 


A-K-x- 


T 
E : - 


$24, 
ITS 


Þ 


. 
11H 
11H. 


_ ————— - — = 


Pi 


nel is the greateſt Kindneſs which they 


can receive, or we can 


» 


thoſe endeavours, which are 


in them : And 


promote 
all 


Js 


and 
our 


| ay Rp them betrer, ra- 
than richer, and more honourabke 


good of 
ns; et 
_ 


their 
ſein g 


their Deliverance from their 
were. For this is true Kind- 


= 
nels Love indeed to ſhow our ſelves 


to have an Eye to 
moſt concern'd for that w 
will be infinitely moſt ady 


all, their increa 
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This Deliverance from their Sins then, 
is that which above all things, we ſhould 


hmm eras but pot to 
ence, we win a Profelyte but half 


Joo 


way, and have not ſaved a ſal from j.m. 19, 


death, till we have reduced him, as trom 20. 


errqur, {o from fin too. In all our endea» 
vaurs therefore of this ſort, let us ftrive at 
leaſt as much ro win men to the Practice, 


1 hearts, 
as their underſtandings, and to get them 
over unto an entire Qbedienc2 unto 
Chaiſt, and not only to an external Came 
munion with our ſelves. 

Some indeed inftead of endeavouring 
to ſave, and reſcue others from their =_ 
rake 


Chriſtian Salvation, 
take a pride in inveagling , and inſna- 
ing them into fin. - will Glory in 
= oner—enan None ey emo 
ing a modeſt Vertue, and drawing it Cap- 
tive at laſt to Ads, and places of De- 
; and ſome ſet up to ridicule 


the Topicks of their Jeſts and - 
ment, this way driving thoſe out of all 
and operi owning thereof, 
who cannot bear to be d at. 
Now theſe men, who thus make it 
their buſineſs, tro decoy men into fin, 
are not only unchriſtian, but baſe and 
barbarous. They betray them under 
a of Kindneſs, and fſeck 
eternally to deſtroy them under a Mask 
of Friendſhip. They are vile Wretches 
and miſchievous Inſtruments; nay I might 
{ay they are Devils, and Deſtroyers in 
the very fame Sence that Chriſt is a Sa- 
viour : For he ſaves inreſcuing, and de- 
livering men from their fins, and they 
deſtroy them in entangling them therein, 
and making them ſubjet to them. 
And are the Uſes which I think 
fit to draw from the foregoing Notion, 
and Explication of the Chriſtian Salva- 
tion. 
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une NY and therefore , Chriſt muſt” ſtrengtherr- 


from 
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man, "—_ from the 
did 


ſame. Theſe ſins deprive us 
them. And 'this 
ys he found, 
we FF Chriſtians will, who will make 


all theſe, before he 
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"any of his Servants in this World, 
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carefully and diligently follow them, the 
Duty which ſeem'd before impoſlible, 
will prove a very poſſible thing. And 
this again would rid us of the greateſt 
part of thoſe Complainers who fail at 
laſt, bur yet endeavour ſomething : for 
moſt of them, when they endeavour to 
obey, do not endeavour wiſely, or in the 
nſe of ſuch proper and diſcreet Methods, 
a ſure fit to work Obedience iti them. 

Bur if any complain ſtill, that they 
have taken advice about the beſt Courſe 
and follow'd it; but yet all their labour 
has been without the deſired efte&t : Yer 
are they always, 

3- Such,as when they uſeright means, 
endeavour but by halves; and do not go 
thro' with them. _ 

A faint Endeavourer, will never go 
thro' with any work, which requires ei- 
ther length of time, or ſtrength of La- 
bour. If. he put little ſtrength to it, 
that will not conquer the difficulty of the 
Task ; and if . he is ſoon wearied, he will 
give over before it comes to an end. So 
that a man muſt apply himfelf to the 
ſame, both earneſtly and long, it he 


. would ſucceed when he has begun, and 


go on to finiſh and compleat ir. 


# 
E Now 
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N obeying and amend- 
Re NS eek ar Gre 
For our ſins being many a7 mas, >= 


it requires a great 

conſtant Care, and an earneſt vigorous 
endeavour to overcome them. And this 
Scripture tells us plainly we muſt 

uſe, if ever we expedt to prevail agai 
them ; St. Peter tells us, we muſt give 
all dili _ a > aaa 
we circumſpett, 5. 15. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour that we muſt watch al- 
ways, and be ever ig upon. our 
Guard, Mark 13. 37. and ſtrive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate, Luk. 13. 24. which 
ſtriving is call'd a warfare, 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
and a fight, 1 Tim. 6. 12. All which ſhow 
the Greatneſs of that care, and both the 
Earneſtneſs and Conſtancy of that endeg- 

vour, which we muſt lay out upon it. 
And this now is the fault of all thoſe 
Strii@rs, who, purſuing Obedience by 
right 
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ight-and proper Methods, do yet miſs 
it at laſt. They endeavour but by 


halves, and ſeek it, either by too ſhort, 


or too ſleight Pains. They have not ei- 
ther the Reſolution to ſet manfully a- 
bout it, or the Patience to go thorow 
with it ; and ſo being either faint in 
their purſuit, or falling off before they 
are got to the end, they are not re- 
claimd from their fins by all their Pains, 
but continue ſubjeRt , and enſlaved to 
them till, 

But now when they fail of! this ac- 
count, it is not becauſe they cannot, but 
becauſe they will not help it. They 
might become good, if they would be 
at the trouble ot it, and perſevere with 
Patience, till they have finiſhed it; but 
if they will uſe only ſleight Endeavours 
and ſhort Onſets ; their of Suc- 
els, muſt not be charged upon the im- 
poſſibility of God's Laws, but upon their 
own ſloth and remiſsneſs in performing 
them ; they can and do take pirutage., 
ihceſſant Pains to be rich, or great, or 
— a worldly Intereſt : And if they 
pleaſe they can labour as vigorouſly, and 
as inteffantly too to be good, and do what 
God Commands them. And if once 
they would do this, it would be the beſt 

E 2 Demons» 
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Demonſtration, how poſſible a thing O-// 
bedience is ; ſince leſs Pains than this 
comes to, will ordinarily ſuffice them to 
that purpoſe. 

vols Complainers, who have ace been 
thoſe W ve not been 
ſilenced. by the two former Confidera- 
tions. If they have not complain'd be- 
fore they tryed, and if in trying to - 
good, they took a right method ; 
want they one thing ſtill, they 
voured but by halves, and were not o 
gor orous and conſtant enough in their en- 

eavours, and that is the reaſon why 
they failed : Whereas, if they will try 
again, and endeavour not only wiſely, 
but alſo vigorouſly and inceſſantly, they 
will moſt y be enabled to per- 
form their Duty : And their Gang it 
aQually, will be w_ molt effetual 
vition that 'tis poſſible to be done. 

Having ſaid this, to remove the pre- 

judice that lies againſt this poſſibility of 
performing the Laws of God, from the 
Complaints of thoſe, who ſay they find 
it otherwiſe : I proceed now, 


2. To ſhew that among Chriſtians, 
there is no cauſe for ſuch Complaints, 
and that they will be ſtrengthned to the 


perfor- 


nor extream Difficul:. 


performance of all Duties, if they are 
not wanting to themſelves. 

They muſt be careful as I have ob- 
ſerv'd, to uſe their own endeavours, be- 
cauſe God that made them, will not al- 
ſo fave them without themſelves. And 
theſe endeavours muſt be in wiſe ways, 
ſince we muſt not God ſhould 
give effedts to unſuitable means, and be 
at the expence of Miracles, to ſupply 
for our Follies. And when we . 
vour thus wiſely, we muſt do it alſo vi- 
gorouſly and inceſſantly. ; Obedience be- 
ing a work of time and Pains, that re- 
quires both the earneſtneſs,”and the con- 
tinuance of our Applications. Theſo 
things are required on our part, and if 
we take care to perform that, the Grace 
of Chriſt will make upthe reſt, and moſt 
certainly enable us, as he did St. Pal, 
to do all things which he indiſpenſibly 
requires of us ; he will give us ſome 
ſtrength at firſt, and as we employ that, 
according to that great Rule of- Goſpel 
Diſtribution, '7To him that hath ſhall be 


given, Matt. 25. 29. he will add more, 


till at laſt we perform as much, as-is in- 
diſpenſibly required, # e. as Inored, ei- 
ther not 'ſinning wilfully, or ſincerely 
repenting, and — whenfoever we 

th do. 
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do. If they are thus careful, I ſay, in 
their own endeavours, this fl all 
Chriſtians ſhall furely receive from the 
Grace of Chriſt to theſe as 
the Apoſtle in rhe Text of him- 
ſelf ; I can do, &c. 

Now that every wiſe, carneſt, and in- 

perform all —_— from 
ro 11 -Daties, will appear 
theſe three things, | 


irſt, ſe God indi re- 
quires, 199 pſtonaly ext ws to 
iſed this 


tofore, and at this preſent time, do them+ 
ſclves find, and experience it. ; 


x. That they ſhall be thus enabled to 


indiſpen ires it. For wow 
as St. Paul \ays, 3 md all men 
every where to repent, AQts 17. 30. And 
that of all ſins, they being all lyable to 
the lame Puniſhment ; Te mneh of God 
$1 % k _ | {4 
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being revealed axainſf all unrighteouſneſs, 
Rom.1.18. And be that offends in one point 
being, guilty of all, Jam.3-10. And this he 
requires under the ſtrifteſt condition, as 
ever they hope to avoid the wrath to 
come , or to obtain everlaſting Salva- 
tion: Tf the wicked turn from all his fins, 
ons Boop all my Statutes, then ſays God 
by Ezekiel, but not before, be PL ſure- 
ly Iroe, Ezek. 18.21. And they only that 
do his commandments bave right to the tree 
of life, faith Chriſt, Rev. 2.2. 14. 

Now fince God thus ires us to O« 
bey all his Laws, it muſt needs be pof- 
ſible for us to, obey them ;. for God ne- 


ver wodbngfo; an 1 thing ; what 
he Coonmants, bs Pup ® ex- 
pes ſhould be performed ; and there- 
fore, calls men to the + performance of 
it ; to be not only bearers, 'but doers of 
the Law, Rom. 2. 13. And 'tis certain 
7 may perform it, fince he is too 
wife, either to defire, or expe what is 
age 19. pe pace 
Nay, not only indifpenſibl 
uire this Obedience, but Friendly wi 
_—_ it ; Re Fay 
urn your ſerves from alt your tranſgreſſions, 
jo iniquity ſhall not be your raine. Caft a: 
way from you all your tranſgreſſions, and 
E 4 make 


J5 


Pal 5.2. 
Marr. 21. 


# Jam. x. 


25. 


Jo. 13-17- 
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mat you a new beart and a new ſpirit ;; 
yy. why will ye die O houſe of Iſrael 2 for 
1 have no pleaſure in the death of him 
that dies, wherefore turn your ſelves and 
lroe ye, i.e, If you fin and die, 'tis from 
your own Wills, therefore blame your 
{elves and not me, Fzek. 18, 30, 31, 33+ 
Now this again ſhows this Obedience 
to be a poſi 
no Counſellour or Adviſer, much Icfs 
an- importunate Pathetical exhorter to 
impoſſible Attempts and Perfarmances. 
i A Ew 
is ad Vi | tor O- 
bey him, S bid be no 14 5 I ta if 
ou ſhould adviſe a young Stripling to 
be as ſtrong as Sampſon ; or an ignorant 
unbred Ideot, to be as wiſe as Solomon : 
And then how able would menbe to an- 
ſwer and reply to him, that he was not 
in tarneſt, and never meant his Advice 
ſhould be ſollowed, for a very good 
Ton, becauſe he knew it co not. And 
that this was not tHe part of a compal- 
fiotiare Friend , who deſired 'to remed) 
their unhappineſs ; Gm har - 
carted looker on, who rejoye'd and tri- 
by in rhe ſame. That if he would 
not help their weakneſs, .yet at leaſt, in 
common Pity to the miſerable, a* pood 
- A _ _ , ai ” ar 
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and compaſſionate Being would forbear 
to mock and upbraid them with it; and - 
by ſuch inſulting Advices and Exhorta- 
tion, to make thoſe, who are deſpica- 
bly low already, much lower ſtill All 


. this might be ſaid to. God, if the Obe- 


dience which he exhorts us to, were an 
impoſſible work ; and no juſt anſwer 
could be. return'd to -it. - For- he could 
not be. thought ſerious in his Advices, 
and ſincere in his Exhortations, or any 
ways compallionate towards. calamitous 
men , whoſe Impotency, under a' pre- 
tence af pans 8 rd 7 rate, he ont 
only ſeek y to _— A 
KO ui if we have any juſt reverence 
for him, -from his commandi ; 
horting us to it, we muſt conclude; O» 
bedience to be a thing very poſſible for 
us to perform ; if we could not do it he 
would .not- have required, or ſo paſlio- 
nately bave preſſed us to. it, | 
And as this appears from God's-com» 
manding, and exhorting aus-; to it'z »So 
doth it; .-- 133 R's A 4s 
2, Becauſe herhas promiſed this Abi- 

lity, aad Obedience to ſuch wiſe, earneſt 
and incellatit Endeayourers, who are the 
Perſons duely , qualified. and / prepared 
for them. . It was; ſaid; of 'vld concern- 


ing 
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that this 


ing the Goſpel-Covenant, 
ehaping the whole Will of God 
be one of it. 7 will give them one 


beart,(a1 


a new ſpirit with-. 
in them : and Twill take the Pouy be 


art 


out of their fleſh, and give them a heart 


of 


rates, 


fb - that they may walk 
and keep my 


within you, and cauſe you to 


keep my judgment 
__ 36. hr Jer. Jr. 

T J . one oo 
NN raw ae a fer Ayr 
tells us, ſpeaking by the Ghoſt, was 


in my fta- 
ordinances and do them, 
Ezek. 11. 19,20. And again, 4 ew heart 


will 7 give you, ws gran re 


Jpirit 
in my 
s 


—_— 7 wil and v do ; 
bil. 2. Il, 12, 


——- ined aloha Nw are 
, but will with the Temptation, alſo 
make a way to eſcape, that ye may be a 
to bearit, x Cor, 10, 13: YET 

Thus 
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Thus have we an aſſurance, that God) j 


will give us all ſo much Grace anc 


h, as will ſuffice to make us 


good , if we diligently, and iſroely 


apply our ſelves to become fo. This: 


God engages, and he doth not only per- 
mir, bo that we ſhould believe 
him, and his word in this, as well 
as in all other Promiſes. He would not. 
only have us to have faith in hu mercy, 


for the pardon of any Sins when we re- 
pent of them, likewiſe to have faith 
im his power and ſpi 


orerctins war fas, wh we vloudey 


ſtrive againſt them. When St. Paul bi 
us work out our own Salvation , he ves 
God 5 working in us, as the reaſon, 

ly direQing us to work in that Expeta- 
tion, Phil. 2. xx, 12. And we are kept 
to Salvation by the power of God thro 
faith, i. e. thro' Faith in the Power; faith 
St. Peter, x Pet. 1.5. io Aioghrd oe 


his it to ſtrengthen 

fin': And ſince 

our Duty is to_ believe both, and not 

diſtrvſt hinvin ejcher of them, \ * 
Andrſinee we: both may and 'to 

have this "Confidence in God's , 

that wal perfealy anſwer the main Ob- 


jetion 
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ion againſt the poſſibility of this per- 
jebonag which 8 ken from curſe, 
reigning Power of our own L 
r our Luſts are- not too ſtrong for 
God, tho' they be too ſtrong for us : Tho' 
there be great Might in corrupt Nature, 
.yet the of Chriſt is mightier : And 
therefore, having that on our ſide, we 
ll inly 'be empowered to pleaſe 
God, let our own finful Luſts, and 
the Temptations of the- World, oppoſe 
themſelves never fo much againſt ir. 
Greater is he that is in us, ſays St. Fohn, 
* Than he that is in the world, 1 Joh. 4. 4. 
And tho” we be able to do nothing of our 
ſebves, as of our ſelves; yet having the , c,.,.;. 
ſame Promiſe we ſhall all be enabled, as 
St. Paul was, To do all things thro' Chriſt 
that ſtrengthens «s. 
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Red 


ro And as this pollibility of keeping the 
th Commandments, thro' our own Care and 
ed JF Pains, appears becauſe God indiſpenſi- 
as bly requires and exhorts to it ; and has 
ve' | promiſed his Holy Spirit and Grace, to 
x ; enable all who duely labour after the 
or ſame : So doth it yet farther, 

3. Becauſe good men heretofore, and 
to at this preſent time, do themſelves find 
4; and experience it. Whenſoever they 
b- wiſely , and earneſtly endeavour'd, ond 
n 


G2 


-did not or uh 
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have ſuch to ther whol Dury, a 
God the true Servants of 


in all have bes endow's. with 6 
much as made them intire witt 
God, and to all that þ 


would exa&t of them. Caleb and * 


be Lord —_ 
7 wholly, I 


ms ws wo, wo __— AG SHS On CDS men n= - 


St. Paul, have crucified the lb —_ the 
a5 ou laſts, _ p 2 rf Foes 
n e n, 
Sin Sin muſt have no more AL 
Gem = than one would expect from a 
dead man, but the ſpirit is life becauſe 


of righteouſneſs, i. e. lives in righteous 


wa who do no iniquity 
van fam Þ. 10. Thy 3- 
Thus is it a conſtant thing in Scri- 


pture account, and Relations, and fo it 
was, and is ſtill in all ———_—_ 
or 
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can accuſe himſelf for want of Power, 
where he is not left to be his own Car» 
ver, . but only for miſ-uſe of it where he 


is. So that we can repent for nothing, 
but what, had we been wiſe and wary 


enough, our own hearts tell us we. 


might have done otherwiſe, If any men 
then, in hopes to clear themſelves, ſhall 
deny it in words; yet, whether they 
will or no, ſhall they all confeſs this 
Power -in their Practice, When they 
do ill, they repent of it; andthat ſhows, 
how by the Grace of God, they might 
have done better, ſince otherwiſe t 
could only be pitied, not blam'd and cen- 
ſur'd for what they did. I come now 
in the 

3. And laſt place to ſhow, that this 

formance is {o far from being an im- 
poſſible Task, that 'tis not extreme dif- 
ficult, when men ſet to it in carneſt. 
By the Grace of God, arid Care of pi- 
ous Parents, {everal good Souls are train'd 
up as ſoon 8s may be, to the keeping of 
their Baptiſmal Innocence, and pertot- 
mance of their ſolemn Engagements. 
They are taught to know God, and to 
tear him, to know good and ill ; and in 
reverence to God, to do the good, and 
relule the ill, as foon as they are __ 
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ble of knowing any Hy | w_ here 
Religion grows up with-ther, and cor- 
any us and el ms (which 
are other Peoples t Complaints and 


Difficulties)'are ſtifled and prevented 


from the firſt, and neyer come to grow 
Head-ſtrong, or have 4ny,Powet to reign 


' in them. So that what Difficulties they 


have to find in Religion, are chiefly the 


Pains and Services of religious Actions; 
.not thoſe: Self-denials, a 


:nials ortification 
of corrupt and evil Habits, which 
create ſo mpch trouble to other. Per- 

pg i Lp jr YO 
But t teſt part alas! have given 
way to their Luſts, and ſubjeted - 
ſelves ts wicked Cuſtoms, and their work 
is not retaining Innocence, but recover- 
ing it, and reQifying and amending 
Tranſgreſſions ; now in amending our 
Lives, and obeying God after we have 
made our ſelves thus averſe - to his Obe- 
dience, there is difficulty and pains at 
firſt. Our former Courſes and Cuſtoms 
generally muſt be alter d, our Friends 
lometimes diſobliged, our temporal In- 
tereſt croſſed and thwarted, and our na- 
tural Luſts formerly indulged, now gain- 
faid and conquered. All this is againſb 
our inclination, which is a force upon 
F any 
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Obedience neither Impoſſible, 
ny man, and that while it haſts, will 
ake an uneaſineſs in Religion. But to 
cure this, God's Grace will be working 
in us, and New-molding of our Natures; 
and by uſe we ſhall perfet and in- 
clineable to the good things, which we 
ſet our (elves to iſe. So that after 
God's Grace, our own vertuous u- 
ſage, have on for ſome due time, 
the Caſe will be altered, and Rehgji 
will a not a reaſonable and be» 
neficial, but likewife an le =— 
Divine Aids, and good oms, w 
give us anew {ence of all our Duties, and 
make them almoſt always fairly.tolerable, 
and uſually delightful thi And thus 
our Lord encourages us to his Service. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; 
for my yoke is eafte and my burden light, 
Matt. x 1.29, 30. And St. Jobs ſpeaking 
4 keeping his commandments,for our Com- 
orts adds,that thoſe commandments are not 
grievous, 1 Joh. 5. 3. 

This 'tis plain our Saviour fays, but 
how, ny ſome reply, doth it conſiſt 
with ſundry Severities and Strictneſles 
which his Law requires? For heenjc 
us to mortifie our Luſts, the Plainfulneſs 
whereof is exprefsd, By cutting off right 
hand's, and plucking out right eyes ; to take 

up 
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things ſpoken of Re- 

cancern it only in ſome leſs com- 

Caſes, as Periecutions. . To this 
Calc all rhoſe hard Sayings relate: /t ;s 


_ x. The hardeſt 
_ 
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Obedience neither ' Impoſſible, 
hardly poſſible for a rich man to. enter inhw 
the Kingdom of heaven : i. e. To turh 
Chriſtian, which was puniſh'd with Con» 
fiſcation of Goods at Jeruſalem ; and left 
the Diſciples no other way of ſaving a- 
Hy thing, than by ſelling «all, and having 
all things commow ;' which in thoſe days, 
and all otherslike'them, was an extream 
Difficulty, calld here an impoſlibility, 
inthe way ofrictmen, Mas: 19. 23, 24- 
If thou wilt be perfett ſell all that thou haſt 
and give to the. poor ; which refers I {up- 
poſe to that particular time, .and other 
ſucceeding times like it, whenif he would 


 adhere'ro Chriſt, a man conld not keep 


his Eſtate, Yer. 21. If avy man will come 
after 'me; he muſt take up his croſs, Matr. 
16.24. All that will live Godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, muſt ſuffer perſecutions, 2 Tim.3.12. 
He that will ſave his life, ſhall hl it, 
and he muſt be willing zo loſe it for my 
ſake; - that would expect to find it, Matt. 
10. 39. All which trict Sayings, donot 
reſpect the ordinary courſe and ſtate of 
Keligion, but only its ſtate in ſome cer- 
tain Occurrences, which more ſeldom 
happen, and under great Perſecutions, 
which were very hot in the firſt days ; 
when as our Saviour told them, 7 
could not be his Diſciples, without we 
king 
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nor extream Difficul:. 


king houſes and lands, and parents, and 
brethren; yea and their SP. ues Y th 
Luk. 14-26, 33- nw 
But even in theſe Caſes and. 
times, when Religion enjoyng hi 


ings, yet roger, too, ha 
THe the increaſe, of. Di 
{wered by a proportionabls 


of h, as makes it ng 
a tolerable Impoſition.,.. Fe t 
hard, or caſie. in relation tg, our 
according as we are more or le 
a Bhat HHyE.9 ip. 
is to a grown. man.z, and w 
wks an intolerable to an In- 
firm, is a Ki. ſu le Load, toan 
Ne Pn, Athletick p Ang. uy 
theſe ſuffering days, when, 
it} our Task, he he adds alſo to our th, 
12-9 fo that we are ſtill well able to go th o 
9 with it. When I am weak, ſays St. Pad, 
myy in diftreſſes and perſecutions of the fleſh 
ny for Chriſt, then am 1 fires, in Spirit ro 
"wot go thro” with them, 2 FoI2.10, As 
off the ſufferings of Chriſt in us ; lo 
ww jonably our oy TP 
IM by Chrif, 2 Cor. L. 


ns, In T als God is 

'S 30 fel, faith & Pad or. 10. x3. nn 
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nor extream Difficult. 


yce ng 

good Conſcience, to be their 
trueſt Gain ; and that God 
being hard upon them, is 
in moſt kind , nd bs beneficent to 


requires more Pains. And to this we 
may refer all thoſe Scriptures, which 
ſpeak of wr, off Tight bards, 
out r es, Le. Caſting aws 

A eek Habs Is a and Inclinations 
are very near = dear to us, Matt. 5. 
29, 30. Of mortifying our members, which 
oO —_— Col. 3. 5. and the like. 
are Difficulties at our firſt En- 
trance on the Amendment of evil Cour- 
ſes, for then we throw off all ſinful Luſts 
[nclinations. It is very painful at the 


Cuſtom reQtifies our Inclinations, and 
begets a new Nature, and reconciles us 


before, ſo that the Hardſhip whi 


averſe 
theſe make in is only whea we 
begin 


mend- 


LE CER EEE 


and 

firſt, but uſe makes it cafier afterwards. 
fies 

to thoſe things, whereto we were pay 


work of Mr 
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Obedience neither Impoſſible, 
mendment:” And tho' it be harder then ; 
yet even at that rime it is a tolerable 
thing. It employs our but it 
doth not excede it. For we do 
a little, God ſtill enables us to do more, 
and fo carries us on by degrees, till at 
laſt we have Strength enough to Con- 
quer. And as we grow ſtronger, our 
Duty - grows eaſter, till it advances a 
laſt beyond an caſe, into a pleaſure. 
So that this Difficulty is both tolerable 
while it continues, and beſides it is ſoon 
over. 

3- Other places of Scripture, deno- 
ting the Hardſhips of Religion, expreſs 
only ſuch diligent and juſt Care and 
Watchfulneſs thro' our whole Courſe, 


as admits of Comfort and Delight e- 
nough to ſweeten it tous. And to this 
we may refer thoſe Texts which require 
us #0 watch, Mark 13.37. And to give 
all drligenee, 2 Pet. 1.5, 10. To * ſtrive, 


and + labour and the like. Religion is 
not the etfe& of doing nothing, nor eter- 
nal Life a prize that can be gain'd by le- 
zy careleſs men. It requires Pains in 
all ar firſt, yea much and great Pains in 
thoſe who. have once corrupted them- 
ſelves, by contrary Luſts, and wicked 
Cuſtoms : And it alſo requires __ 
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ſtant Care'and Watchfulneſs' for-ever af- 


terwards. - But: this/ Care and ; Labour is 


the prudent, convenient and- moderate 
Diverſions, and Entertainments ' of this 


forts. 
holding us up at the utmoſt ſtrerch of 
our Faculties : But will do our work, if 
it: do nod our Care and Pains, for 
the: Intereſts and' Enjoyments of this 
world, which Pains men are very well 
content to take without ever complain- 
ing of the Hardſhip of them. For if 
we are any thing near ſo intent upon 
doing| our Duty , as ordinarily we are 
upon the getting an Eſtate, and will 
watch the Opportunities of doing good, 
as we do of growing rich or-great ; it 
will abundantly (uffice for it. And be- 
ſides as this Labour of Vertue, is-in- it 
ſelf very moderate ; ſo has it many Ac- 
ceſlory Comforts, and Conſiderations, 
' which greatly fweeten and recommend 
it tous. It gives-us at preſent the ap- 
plauſe of a good Conſcience, and makes 
an nr and ſatisfied with our felyes, 
cheriſhes our heart, with the oc 
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nor extream Difficult. 


therein, and good men ; who have en- 
ys thus, either now or hereto- 
fore, have actually by ſuch Endeavours, 
orm'd the ſame. Nay, if they will 
they will Fn ici noe only = poſe 
wil it is not 2 
Main ſome time at leaſt an 
Service : And that in all the parts of i 
it is a tolerable, in moſt an eafie; and in 
_—_ a moſt pleaſurable and delight- 


God Grant, that as by his Grace aſſiſt- 
ing us, we have all the Power; ſo we 
likewiſe have the Will and Heart to 
me right uſe thereof ; and accom- 
pliſh that Obedience, which he ſo ſin- 
cerely and carneſtly deſires we ſhould; 


' and will moſt gladly enable us upon otr 


—_ Endeavours to perform. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


How to form ſuch a Purpoſe of ſin- 
.cereRepentance, and entire Obe- 
dience,as will be effectual for this 
Purpoſe. 


On Adts 11.23. Andexhorted them 
all, that with purpeſe of beart, 
they would cleave unto the Lord. 


HEN ſome of thoſe Chriſti- 

ans, who were diſpers'd a- 

broad , upon the Death of 
St. Stephen, came "to Antioch, and 
their \ Multitudes believed ; 
the Church rofalew ſent out Barxa- 
bas ; that ſhould and confirm 
them in the new of Life which 
they had undertaken; and in the Holy 
Faith which they had received, and this 
he doth in GO on the Text ; Who 
when be came aud had ſees the Grace 
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- Whit Purpoſe of fincere © 
raſh and haſty, without a due foreſight 
and 'Conſideration both of the Duties 


and the Difficulties which we re{uivd } 


upon, it will be quaſh'd, when Hard- 
ſhips come that were not expeRted > If 
this Reſalurion is too indulgent about 
means and Expedienci not (irit 

I all occaſions of Sin ; it 
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Repentance, will be effeftual. 
as may take effet, and bear us out in 


performing what we havedeſign'd. And 
this I ehink ' 


will be well provided for, 
in theſe Particulars. 


Firſt, Our Reſolution of a new Life 
muſt be conſiderate, and well advisd. 

Secondly,\t muſt be without all reſerve 
full and perfeR. 

Thirdly,\t muſt be adequate to all times, 
or a Reſolution to forſake Sin, not only 
hereafter, but inſtantly, and now at pre- 
ſent, not only when we are out of Temp- 
tations,but alſo when we are under them ; 
not only when we cannot Act our Sins, 
but alſo when we can AR and repeat 
them. too. 

Fourthly,lt muſt not only be upon the 
Duties, but alſo upon the means and 
helps of Duty, not only againſt the Sins 
but againſt rhe Inducements and Occa- 
fions, that lead to ſin likewiſe. And 
that being once well form'd, it may ne- 
ver wear off, but laſt thro' all times. 

Fifthly,lt muſt not only be a tranſient 
AR, but oftentimes repeated, and res 
newed thro' our whole Lives. 


xt. To form ſuch a Reſolution of a 
new Liſe as may be = to take effe, 
it 
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What Purpoſe of ſmcere 


it muſt not be a raſh and indeliberate 
AR, but well advisd and conſiderate. 
When ſome extraordinary Providen- 
ces, as great Loſles and or {e- 
vere {mart and Sickneſs, have awakened 
mens Conſciences, and fill'd them with 
a great and painful Dread of God's de- 
ſerved wrath ; to cure that Dread they 
reſolve without more ado, to pleaſe him 
by a good Life ; never conſidering what 
that is, or what Pains it coſts, or whe- 
ther it may not prove ſuch aRemedy, 
as afterwards they will mm 
the Diſcaſe it ſelf. And when they are 
thus raſh and unadviſed in reſolving on 
it, they quickly repent of ſuch Reſolu- 
tions, when they find it worſe than they 
imagin'd, and meet with Hardſhips 


To prevent this Sicklineſs in our Re- 
ſolutions of a good Life then it is ne- 
ceſfary, that we view and conſider it 
well, what it is, and what Pains it re- 
quires, before we make them, and look 
on all ſides to ſee, both what may dif- 

us from, and what may move 
us to them. And this our Saviour, has 
plainly direted in two SimilitudeFthat 
of « Builder, who before he begins, con- 
fiders whether he have enough or fi- 
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Repentance, will be effefnal. 


Icy niſt; and that of a King mating war, 
| who firſt conſults, wherher he is ſtrong 
N- enough at leaſt ro deſend himſelf, if nor 
i] to conquer ; for ſpeaking to thoſe, who 
ied Þ ſeemed defirous to become his Difciples, 
ith} he inftrudts them firſt ro conſider, 'what 
de- they are going to undertake, in theſe 
wh two Parables. Which of you, ſays he, 
my intending to build a Tower , fitteth not 
hatY down firſt, and counteth the coſt, whether 
he-fYl be have ſufficient to finiſh it 2 Or what 
dy. X; going to War, fitteth not down firſt, 

was, conſalteth whether be be able with tex 


thouſand to meet him that cometh againſt 
him with twenty thouſand ; (o that he may 
— not to fight but ſeek a Peace, if 
find his numbers are in that Dit- 
proportion, Lat. 14. 28, 31. 

Thus when we refolve upon a good 
Life, if we would have that Reſolution 
rake effet, we muſt conſider and weigh 
well what we do -before we make it. 
We muſt bethink our ſelves and attently 
view, what that good Life is which we 
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dil-F reſolve upon ; and alſo what reaſon we 
OVER have to reſolve upon it ; and when we 
hasY have thus conſidered all before, there is 
hath the leſs cauſe to fear, that any un 
0N-Y which we meet withal afterwards, 

> fi- make us alter, or recede from it. 
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What Purpoſe of ſincere 
We muſt bethink our ſelves and cot 
ſider, what that good Life is which we 
reſolve upon. It is not enough that we re- 


ſolve inthe generalto be but in our 
thoughts we muſt ſurvey the parti 
Inſtances of Goodneſs, that fo, it we 
ſtick at any of them, we may give it all 
its weight at firſt, and that we have 
once relolved, it may not cauſe us to 
ſtart back from it. When we return to 
God then, to live as he has requir'd, we 
muſt run over the ſeveral Duties where- 
in we ſtand bound to God, our Neigh- 
bour and our ſelves, and obſerving all 
the Particulars, ask our (elves, whether 
we are willing to perform all of them 
for his fake. And if we reſolve to do 
them, after we have taken ſuch particu- 
lar notice of them, this Reſolution is 
like ro do ome goons and we may Cex- 
effiet from it. And 
when we have thus ſeriouſly conſidered, 
what a good Life is, we muſt next con- 
ſider what great reaſon we have to re- 
{olve upon it, and what thoſe things are, 
which may either diſcourage us from it, 
or excite us to it. To Diſcourſe particu- 
larly upon theſe, would of it felt be ſut- 
ficient, for a Sermon, and therefore up- 
on this Point, I ſhall barely mention 
them. As 
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Repentance, will be effeual. 


. As for the Difficulties which may dif- 


us, they are ſuch as theſe, 
When we- enter upon a good Life, we 
engage in « Canelly. woman for ſome 
time till uſe has madeus Maſters of it, 
we muſt undergo the Toyl of Inexpert- 
neſs , and Att contrary to our former 
Cuſtoms, and lay reſtraint upon our na- 
tural Inclinations, and contend daily a- 


, loſe our 


ing Conſiderations, - | 

I if by-the Earlineſs of his Con- 
; and 'by the ad of his 
place and ſtation (his Lot-being caſt in 
innocent ut rms ae 
men) and by the vertuous bent of his 
natural Temper and Complexion, (an 
invaluable Gift, which beſtows on 
ſome Perſons) a mans Soul is original- 
ly diſpoſed, . and timely ſecured to Holi- 
neſs; he-will find little trouble ' in theſe 
things, nor be much pain'd, or hindred 
by them, from the firſt ciitrance. And 
it he has not been bleſt, in all theſe Par- 
x gy tes take 'off all Hardſhip from 
the firſt; yet will he have this to mit- 
gate, and ſweeten all 8 Labour, ks 
ws 3 C 
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' he lays nes tbr tr 4 ro he 


of one, who 


—_ for him, and infi- 
- nitely deſerved it of him, and if there is 
no want in his endeavour, by the help 
of God he ſhall be ſore to: 


them alirtle while, uſe will take of all 
the Hardſhip, and then inſtead 'of being 
burden'd by the 


very encouraging. 

Bur let a good Life be difficult and 
uneaſie as it will,” when Hell fire is 
chrearned to a witked Life, that ſure i 

y more difficult'; and a rea- 
fon for us'to reſolve to be ond 
all Contradiction. For if 'the ſight of 
Pain muſt di any 
I am ſure Hell fire has infinitely the moſt 
of it; and if Eaſe and Ha may 
be any Inducemeat , the —_— 
pineſs of Heaven, can never in any 


gree be equall'd ; that i we eu 
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Repentance, will be effeFual. 


conſider, and look upon eternal Tor- 
ment as inſeparably annexed to eve- 
ry Sin; and on endleſs Joys as the ſure 
Reward of our being intirely obedient ; 
they are an anſwer to all Temptations 
in the World, and bear down every op- 
Argument, and will make us re- 
ve to lead a Holy Life, be the Diffi- 
culties or Diſcouragements that attend it 
what they will. 

Thus muſt our penitential E be 
no raſh and ſudden A, but deliberate 
and well advisd; when we reſolve to 
lead a Holy Life ; we muſt ſeriouſly con- 
ſider with our ſelves what y Life 
implys, and what reaſon we tave tort- 
ſolve upon it ; attently viewing, both 
what may diſcourage us from it, and al- 


ſo what , notwithſtanding that Diſcou- 


ragement, may and wilt induce us to it. 

2. The Second Qyalifications of a'pe- 
nitential Purpoſe is, that it muſt be with- 
out all reſerve full and perfeR. 

When we reſolve to amend our Lives, 
and become good, we muſt not except 
any Dutics, for God excepts none, nor 

e to our ſelves an allowance of any 

Sins, for God forbids, and moſt ſevere- 
ly puniſhes all ſorts of Sin. Our Reſo- 
lution muſt know no other limits but 
G 4 our 
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What Purpoſe of fincere 
our Duty, and extend to every thing 
re mgrtwesg uired of us. a 
this compaſs of religious Purpoſe 
Commandment expreſly calls far , 
when we are enjoyn'd to love God with 


all our bearts, Luk. 10. 27. For if we- 


keep a ſecret reſerve for any fin, qQur 
heart is given but by halves to God, 
and is not whole with him. Fehs walk'd 
wot in the law of God with all his heart, 
fays the Scripture, and the Proof is gi- 
ven, becauſe he had a reſerve in one 
Point, and departed not from the fins of 
Jeroboam, 2 Kin. 10. 31. but David, ſays 
God, folewed me with all bis heart ; which 
appear'd, becauſe he did that only which 
is right-inmmivxe eyes, x Kin. 14. 18. and 
what is faid in this Caſe, the Plalmiſt 
expreſſes more univerſally of all others, 
They for the Lord with their whole heart, 
who do no iniquity, Plal. 119. 2, }. 

- Thus muſt our penitential Purpoſes 
be full and intire with God? not ſticking 
at any thing he has enjoyn'd, nor allow- 
ing of thing any his Law forbids us ;and 
thercfore, thoſe Reſolvers muſt not think 
they have finiſh'd, but only begun the 
work,who have not renounced all but on- 
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ſome great Temptations ; whilſt 
Ar thus | by halves, they muſt 

Peni- 
tential Purpoſe, is that it be adequate 
to all times, or a Reſolution to forſake 
fin, not only hereafter, but inſtantly and 
now at preſent ; not only when we are 
out of Temptations; but : alſo. when we 
are under them ; not only when we can- 
not at them, but alſo when we can at 
and repeat them too. 

1. It muſt be a Reſolution to forſake 
ſin, not only hereafter, but inſtantly and 


. now at preſent. When mens Conſciences 


are affrighted wirk the ſenſe of their ſins, 
and are made to fee the neceſſity of Re- 
pentancey-yet nw they may 
repent at any time, ;defiring to en- 
joy the Pleaſures of ſin! aslong-as they 
can; to their Luſts; they will- ven- 
ure to firjbn for ſome time, and to pleaſe 
God roo jn the end ; reſolve afterwards 
$10 repent of them, They. will _ 

| their 
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ſo long, leſt in the mean time Death pre- 
vent t + cry mt ventureſtill to 


pur it off a little , andinot ſet a» 
bout it ſuddenly, butdelay it till the next 
Sacrament, or till ſome ſolemn time 
COIme. | 

But now as to this Dilatorineſs in mens 
penitential Purpoſes ; ſo far isit from be- 
ing an At of true Repentance, that in- 
deed 'tis only an Art and Subterfuge for 
mens impenitence. For whilſt we re- 
ſolve only to repent hereafter, 'tis plain 


we i to continue wicked ſtill at pre- - 


ſent ; nay what is more, we are in very 
great Danger, when that future time is 
come, to continue wicked then alſo. For 
if we delay itrill Death or Sickneſs ſeize 
vs, 'in all Likelihood, we ſhall neither 
have time, nor for it. And if we 


rt. we ſhall then have 
greater Difficulties, and 'much leſs 
'Strength to ſet about it. —— 
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Repentance, will be effeftual. 
fer it to any time yet abſent, beſides our 
dying /in the mean Seaſon, which may 
RO SRIENN we —_ we 

as great, or greater Hindrances 
then, than we do now. 

If we delay it IMfay, till Death and 
Sickneſs ſeize us, in all Likelihood we 
ſhall have neither time nor power for-it. 
Indeed, if-God fo pleaſe he can wookRe- 
pentance in us, 'when there .is the leaft 
time for it, and by the power-of his Al- 
mighty Spirit, both begin and finiſh-che 
Change in us in an inftant. And that men 
may not quite deſpair-in any State; one 
Cale we have upon Record, wherein he 
did thus, and that was in the thief upon the 
Croſs, who was reclaimed and converted 
to:God, at the laſt moment, Zuk. 23.43. 
So that there is w—— to the 
power of God, when willing toem- 
ploy it in ———— and 
work wonders in reclaiming, and 
nerating, us all at once ; whereas his or- 

way is to do it by more {eiſure- 
ly and gradual Motions. 

But whatever there may be in thoſe 
rare Caſes, wherein God works-by un- 
wonted and avertinay GracS; yet 
according to ordinary 'Rules , and the 
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have either time or power ſufficient to 
repent, if we delay it till our Death- 
beds. The Alteration of a whole Life, 
and long Courſe of fin, requires much 
time, and a vigorous and diligent Appli- 
cation ; for ordinarily we cannot re- 
trench our ſinful Habits, but by an op- 
poſite Courſe and Uſage; we cannot 
turn the Byaſs of our Natures, and the 
bent of our corrupt Inclinations, but by 
and frequent Exerciſe ; the Du- 

ties which we are to perform, are very 
numerous in Particulars, and in the or- 
way we cannot attain, and be- 
come habitually inclinable almoſt to a- 
ny one, till after many Actions and re- 
peated Tryals. When we have a whole 
Life to alter and reform ; and muſt mor- 
tific, many natural Luſts, and root out 
many habitual Sins, and acquire as ma- 
ny Vertues, which are not only very un- 
couth, - but -oppoſite and repugnant to 
our Inclinations ; we have a and 
ſtudious work that lies upon us, and that 
requires both much time, and much Free- 
dom, and Fitneſs in all our Faculties, and 
how can we expe that upon our Death- 
bed ® For then our time is ſhort, and all 
our Faculties cnfeebled and oppreſied , 
which utterly unfits them ogy 
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Repentance, will be effeftual. 


ther much or long employ'd ; ſo that 
if we delay our Repentance till Death 
ſeize us, in all Probability we ſhall never 
thorowly repent at all. 

Again, if we delay our Repentance 
till Age, we ſhall have then, far 
ater Difficulties, and much leſs 

th to ſet about it. 

The Difficulty which we have to con- 
quer will then be greater. For by our 
continuance in fin, all thoſe things are 
ſtrengthned and confirm'd, which make 
our return difficult ; for all our ſinful Ha- 
bits are confirm'd by Practice, and all 
our natural Luſts are heightned by In- 
a ; [ſo that our continuance doth 
nothing elſe but add to the Diſeaſe, and 
make it harder to be cured afterwards. 

And as it heightens the Difficulties, (o 
it impairs our Aids, and leaves us much 
leſs Strength to ſet about Amendment. 
For by every Repetition of an evil Acti- 
on, our Conſcience of its guilt is the 
more extinguiſh'd, and the good Spi- 
rit of God is the more alienated from 
us, and provoled the more to withdraw 
himſelf, and abandon'us; and our own 
Conſcience, and God's Grace, are the 
very things, which muſt recover us out 
of our ſintul ſtate, if ever we do reco- 


ver \ 
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What Parpoſe of ſmeere 
tatonysb tnkay oe naturey - 
ing to is only to pur it off, cill 
Ei 
Impotence, and ti is grown 
firong and potent in-us ; which is not 
the way to reclaim us from, but to fe- 
cure us faſt in wickedneſs. FI 

Nay, if we would not defer repent- 
ing, till our Death-bed, nor till we are 
grown old, but only till che next Sacra- 
ment, or ſome other time yet diſtane ; 
yet even of this delay I muſt obſerve, 
that beſides our dying in the mean Sea- 
fon, which may prevent ourdoing what 
we intend, if we put it off to any time 
beyond the preſent, we ſhall find as great 
or greater Hindrances then, than we do 
now; for that which himders us from 
an actual Reformation now, is only the 
uneaſineſs of the work ; and if we take 
time only to fin more, that, as I have 
oblerv'd, is the way to increale that un- 
eaſine(s, but not at all to leflen or abare 
it. We have no Exception againſt the 
preſent time, bur only becauſe it is pe 
ſent, and becauſe we would have diffi- 
cult things always future, and far diſtant 
from us ; and that Exception will lie 
equally againſt all orher times, when 
they come to be preſent too. Nay, 'twill 


lie 
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Repentance, will be effeftual. 
lie againſt them much more ; becauſe 
the _—_— put off this difficult work, 
the will it be at laſt when we 
come to it ; the _—— daily = 
upon our hands, a 
= A narhogch a Courſe frguars br 4 
So that when by reaſon of the Difficul- 
ty of anentire Reformation ; men deferr 
it to adiſtant time, they will find to their 


' Coſt, when that time comes, that the 


fame Difficulties are ſtill in force; yea, 
have more added to them, to make t 
delay it, yet a little longer ; and that 
which hindred them at firſt ; 4f it be ac- 
knowledg'd a ſufficient hindrance, will 
equally, nay, much more hinder them, 
for ever after. And this St. Auftix in- 
geniouſly Confeſſes he found. 


93 


GOODS OHNO = + 


* When I idelayd repenting, * Differens dicebam 
ſays he, hrs o bircke white mow. &ce modo , 
and then again a little while, modo & modo, non 
and then 7 will repent : till at habebant modum. 
. laſt I found, if I gave may to 
theſe little whiles, they would be infinite 
and laſt always. 

Thus if men would repent in earneſt, 
and have their holy Purpoſes take any - 
good Effects, they muſt refolve to do it 
out of hand, and not delay it till their 
Sick-bed, or ſome other time yet _ 

They 


ol 


What Purpoſe of fmcere 


They are too late in all reaſon to have a 
work of that neceſſity and i ce yet 
to begin; and they may well be the far- 
ther from it,but cannot exped to be more 
able or likely to begin it at another Sea- 
ſon. The preſent time is only that which 
they can call their own, and that where- 
in they are liketo go on moſt eaſily, and 
ſurely with the work of Reformation. 
So that-when they reſolve to repent, the 
only wiſe Courſe is to reſolve to do it 
inſtantly, and uſe no delays at all. 

But beſides this, That our penitential 


' Purpoſe muſt not only be to repent at 


ſome time hereafter, but inſtantly now 
at preſent : It is , 

2. That it be made againſt our fins, 
not only when we are out of Tempta- 
tions, but alſo when we are under them : 
Not only when we cannot Act them, but 
alſo when we cat a and repeat them 
too. 

Some men are very zealous againſt 
their fins, whilſt they have no Tempta- 
tion to them ; but their Indignation 1s 
quite cold, and all their Reſentment is 
laid afide ; when once they have. They 
are never angry with them, but when 
they arc at a diſtance, and are melted 
down again into Love and uy == 
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hen goes they coms;t aſgcond Meet- 
EE. wh not Ow- 


, them, nor can take. any. 
w oy as but if once their bodi 
n poſition. is having 

to the ſame are {et as. much 
& | upon the ſame Pratices as ever. Their 
* ('B reſolution was owing only to the 
A of Nature, and fo vaniſhes in @ 
bn |Courle, when it becomes vigorous and 

rong, again. 
« , Du « good reſolution is made for the 
ur of Temptation ; it is to 

| fireogth. and guard, and is then io 
1 H eſpect- 


rey reared 
not riftie (ow to ex- 


SS SJ. .T 


—— TT I” STR WTO 


£332 >T 


7 


122 THRESSr PRHPAS 


.v 
- 
— 


EI BE 


Repentante, will he effe al. 
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ini 
For a Man ban inch. ins well Relive. to" 
mich, / without reſolying'to' lied His Byi- 
\ineſs, or reſolve rxtaytny he with 


-refoly gy 


Dn hens Fo 


of ir'w1 do the Any 


.not only ear ophe to byte 


deavour it too. 
| H 3 


EE 


| : | WFhat purpoſe.of . ſincere |. 
\ And when we hayethns confiderate- 
ET new, Lives; and:have 


without relerve:in allPoints ; 


4n all Pm ord rag at! 
So future; in os 
Rect chem jan: upon: the 


a5 upes the Nutics, : and 


Smeg. we —_ take/ care, 
| i be.not only a cranfen 

Dy 

vent 


Lour whole ours 233 
1-20 Viie 

RE as oquny of hiv rrovl 

fixt bounds ſet'to-all 

ens, but-that 

be determin'd .by the ' meaſure of 

their Zeal for God ; and: the neceſſities 

.of: their own-Sovls;1- When at any cime 

they velap ple inte any: wilful fin, they 
renew. theis reſolution particularly 

2 pn ' come. torask' Par- 

” for. it; becauſe Ged:;will not pardon 
any, wilful Sin, till we haye particularly 

repented of it. And when they come to 
the Ms ament, which-is a renewal 
of the whole Baptiſmal Covenant ; it 
may 
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may be very fit and adviſeable, that at 
ſome times thro all their Lives, but 
much oftner whilſt their falls are more 
frequent, and their ſtate more doubtful, 
they renew their __ on pm 
Engagements upon all t icu 
heads of Duty, and againſt all known 
ſins whatſoever. And to be prepared e- 
very Gays againſt the ſins, which they 
are lyable to incurr in the conſtant Courſe 
of Life and Converſation ; they may do 
well a ppoue their reſolutions agai 
all pr Temptations of that day e- 
very doing, and lay wait for the 
portunities of performing them in t 
day-time, and take a ſtrit account of 
their Faculties or Performances every 
ni And if Repentance is thus made a 
d work,and turn'd intoa daily bu- 
neſs ; it will be like to go on well and 
proſper in our hands. We are ſti!l ſup- 
plying it, where it wants, and renew+ 
ing it where it fails, and fortifying it, 
where it begins to falter. And it we 
evere in this Courſe, and proceed in 
it, not only now and then by Fits, but 
always ; we ſhall be in no danger of re- 
lapſing, but continue Penitents, to our 
Livesend Which God of his great Mer» 
cy grant, QC, 
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DISCOURSEIV. 


rhe we of 
Woxldly men in Manage- 
ments,..and apply is with ad- 
mirable Uſe: and Advantage in 


the Thorens and Perfection 
of Holy Qhegicnc 
hs Juv 


On Luk. i 6. 8. For the Children of 
this World are wiſer im their Gene- 
ration, than the Children of Light. 


HIS js our Biff Burour's - 


Yn Gon unjuſt Stewards 


are-calt, and proyifion for 
webs, vour x Ld Fes bt 
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ke and who are the Children of 


may and ought to learn Wiſdom from 


Worldly Wiſdom, 
blamed for his injuſtice and diſhoneſty, 


yer the Lord commends him for his pru- 


dence and fargcaft, or for that jn his way, 
or in the way 


Workdly men, he had 
done wiſely, v. 8, 
- And this he' abſerves. is 4 


him, bt + pi TO Bens 


this World. 
F more than the was, 


of innocence indhen ti yet they are 
wiſe in their worldly MANAREIFars, yea 
wiſer in their Generation, than. the Chit 
dren of Light -are-*in theirs. "And tho' 


we are to leave their injuſtice with them ; 
yet our Bleſſed Lord would have us learn 


Wiſdom of Management from them. 
n Diſcourſing upon theſe words, I 

ſhall hew. | 

Firſt, Wha are the Children of this 


—_— it is for the Children of 
as Wor to be wiſer in their Gene- 
ration. 

Thirdly, Note thoſe things, wherein 
cheir foreſight, and diſcretion is more 


particularly  imitable; and wherein we 
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Spiritually improved. 


x. 1 'fhall ſhow, 'who are the Children 


+ ths World, «nd who are the Children 
of Light. 


The' Children of this World,” fre the 
Died eye ves up to mind world- 
ly Ends and Matters, and purſue them 


ty worldly Rules and Managements, 


not' the Innocence, more _=_ 

rnd oe Steward did, | rg {Song 
bleneſs and Expedience of t 

Ye chihes of Light are they, ak 

to walk in Belief and Obedience, 

the Religion and Commands of Jeſus 

Chriſt. Whatſoever doth make manifeſt, 


faith ich the A Light, Eph. 5. 1 
and our Tg is come to manifeſt 


'to us, all che Will of God, and the way 
"to Heaven, and therefore calls himſelf 


the Light, Jo. 8. 12. and chap. 9.5. and 
1,7. and all who give themſelves up to 
follow and obey him, to believe his Do- 
Qrine, and to walk in this way which 
he diſcovers and preſcribes to us, are the 
Children of Light. 


2. What it is for the Children of this 


World, to be wiſer is their Generation. 


_Now their Generation, is that Age or 


Time 
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Worldly VVifdom, 


it may be like to 


their Adtions are not! 
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rel, or low and mean 
cnn, which will be offenſive - to God, 
of themſelyes, and no 


arr. 1» wack bout h 
RSS 


\ nn ney | or the Hu- 
cle em. Har hey they muſt always 
ritual} aims to theme 
ir mark, whereto they 
their Courſe ; and to dire 
and endeavours. 
is Mark -in one word, is their 
ir” Duty to their Bleſſed Lord 
vines; "and at all times, which 
way” to pleaſe God, and to 
a good Conſci and to love 
ir precious and immortal Souls, This 
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& Car ill. an = 
means of his quier to be ignorant of as 
ther eaves Sie: end cer baby. 
ſitive into their Matters. And 'tis a 
of the well 'd ro be igriorant of 
EST, 
or Man to t t 
oketls; for that is to be at a loſs in his 
on buſack. And this all RENO are 
thorowly a ve of ; and 
fore all Tr ſerve LIED 
andaretrain'd u 7 379 9g to be 
thorowly skill'd -in-all the parts of the 


Occupation which they profets z 


to be well skill'd; ſo as to neet-no. Tex- | 


chers in their own Employ meats.--;. oO? 
And this is a moſt eſpecial inſtanceof 
Wiſdom, which it neccſlarily behoves 
the Chiklren of Light to leara from 
them. For one of the. Aid things, car 
of the moſt ic the way of a 
Chriſtian man to Heaven, is to be. tho- 

towly 
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ny of them in Converſation, 
no means take off their Eye from what 
a matter of 


converſe , to mi no Accoviit & all ; 
of a ntithber of rhofe Duties, which © 
God has declared, he will call us all roff 


a firit Account for. - dmg v 
® th nſelyes h 1 2 - 5% p * * Nd 
tiene of all tiecells ' 3, \ 


ries, let rher to their own knoy 


And this we are call'd to in Scriptu 
when we arc bid, To wnilerftand what 


Ss =» Fa d.* 
=__ «© w -—w 4A «& «& w@@@ 


or cou- 


: Safe Ly 


; diligence to add to 
ag —_ z 
wit 


Fr 
+ = 


,R 
knowledge 


af 


fied FRET 
ERR: Hin Gol 


3; Ti 
THE 


V/Yorldly VViſdom, 
ſelves. It is the one thing neceſſary which | ® 


- 
8 
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an (es fix'd and propos'd tothemlelves, 
muſt be their every days 
and. buſineſs. For in every day, | 
all Companies and , they wi l = 
have Opportunities to do —_ wy 
Duty in ſundry Points, or tranſgreſs - oy 
therefore every ww tm their Tem mu 
kept carneſtly intent, and þ 
Satcfuland they ſeriouſly,and [vigoroul 
Pl at work go do the buſineſs of their Pro- t 
P 


208 call'd to them, all thoſe Duties whic 
their Bleſſed Lord requires of them. Andy 
he oy nn the Holy Scri-# 
ptures, u the ſeveral Expreſſions off 
with God, Gen. 5. 24. of walking F 
before God, Gen. 17.1, 4g kung 
—_— 16.8, 
ways upon our watch, Mar. 1 7. 
and walking circumſpedtly, or 06 havin 'K 
our Eyes _—_ in po fra Afﬀair or tirr = 
how we ma fi all fin, | 
a 
a 


faithfull ;- fret all thoſe parti 
Doties,” which do await us therein 
_— 5.15. 
. Another Point of their Wiſdom, i , 
chi they carefully and timely foreſee 
and provide for Futurities, ſo as that nc 
thing may be wanting FORTY 


Spiritually improved. 
and profeſſion, or fall out unawares to 


careful, not only to uſe what comes, 
\ _ whe _—_— turn ; but to 
on ully to what may come, 
-and conſider how it may be made fer- 
*viceable to their Purpoſe, or how to 
-prevent or remedy, what might likely 
Wh an hindrance ; or any ways hurtful 
to It. 

And this .=_ - their RO, = 
forecaſting, ma proviſion for 
Futurities, I ſhall conficer in theſe three 
Particulars. 


Firſt, They forethink, what means 
| 20d methods to take, as moſt proper 
u, -for their End and' Profeſſion, and fitteſt 
al. "to ſerve it. ' 

Secondly, Having ſtudicd and laboured 
37+ oy and conſtantly to compaſs 
their deſired End, they are careful to ſe- 
*cvre their Claim and Title to it; and 
carefully fift and inquire into it, and take 
all ways they can tomake it good, when 
a Tryal islike to be brought upon it. 
Thirdly,They timely provide and fore- 
caſt Supplies againſt ſtreights and acci- 
- dents, that when they come rhey may 
be as little hurt by them, as may be, or 
EA other» 
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3 nmr + quiere They are intent | 
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V'Vorldy VF ſdom, 
otherwiſe provide againſt them, the beſt | i 


thrive in their ſeveral Occupations. 
A King going to War, as our Lord ob- 
ſerves, will firſt very carefully c 
bis forces. And a Builder to by 
muſt confider bis Purſe ; and w 
ihe 0 Bn 1; Work an dig 


31, Coffees, 29. 

Ns ans 0 d forecaſting for his 

future ſupport, in +, way , wilely re-. 

ſolves on paſſing fales Accounts, that he 

may find brepned eng bis Lords Te- 
eo Lk 16,  3o JN 45, 8 1 

this is 


| Wiſdom, 
moſk 0G for the another place of of Light, 
"Eat 
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_— Cn more ado Y 
. It they have laid in for a 
. without any delay are rakes, 08 


red an advantage , they are for 


Worldly Wiſdom, 
_ ew of mp Bale, ond the 
my going to War ; in Parable 
of thoſe, who built their houſes, one up- 
on arock,and another upon the ſand; Mat. 
7.24, 26. If forecaſt and wiſe  contri- 
vance doth not dire& Actions and Un- 
dertakings, Folly and Shame are bur too 
like to be rhe iſſne and event of them. 
: Ops Pe choir Win 
orecaſting, and fixing on the propereſt 
ways and methods, 1 ſhall obſerve three 
other 1mitable Points of their Wiſdom, 


ing the execution of them. For 
PW Execution, | 


I. Specdily, 
WT. With Afſiduity and Diligence. 
III. With Reſoluteneſs. 
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x. They put their well choſen means 
- thriving in Execution ſpeedily. 
hey ſtay for nothing, but the 
moſt of their | good contri as 
ſoon as they can. If they have put 
themſelves in readineſs againſt $ good 
ake it. 


an end of it... Where hve prep: 


the 
oppor 


% 


For it is not 
are wiſely and 
pon their Duty, either a 

good Life at large, or the Amendment 

- and Improvement of ſome particular part 
x nk ph uſe delays, and put it off from 
one Duty to another. muſt not 
be on and off in this great work,uas mien 

. who are uncertain ; nor ſlow as men 
who are wnwilling. Delays ſhew nothing 
bur the inability,” or inſincerity of their 
own Purpoſes, and are' a loud call for 
themſelves, to renew and make them 
wor But muſt execute their 
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Worldly VViſdom, 
their deſired Purpoſe. All labour is ea” 


what hey (ck for 
And this alſo ſhould be imitated by 


the Children of Light. If they want 
Zeal and good Reſolution, they are not 
like co do much ; nor are ſure tobe con- 
ſtant in the work of good Living. But 


they muſt go on without Fear or Slack- 
neſs;they muſt thiak no Pains too dear,to 


= —_— in any Duries. 
muſt be 4 willing to Wi 
— ar 


cular, of | | 
neſs. That is the pear! of price, which | 
ſell all to purchaſe, Mn34h 


to be terrified in nothing by our adverſq 
ries, Plul, 1. 2.8, Not to put on a 
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, but of love to God, . 
od 4 gf ul yer Fora 


forecaſting and buſie are they, in inqui- 
ES: 
co up EV 5 M 
' confal ing Counſel, 
ing their Caſe as as it can 

be made againſt the Great Aſſize. 

Now the Children of Light are ab- 
ſolutely inexcuſable, if they learn not 
this Point of Wiſdom from them. For 
the Intereſt which they have to ſecure, 
is not like that of worldly men, vain 
tranſitory and fading, which may ſoon be 
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wilfully fail'd in of that Obe- * 
dience, which God need uy requi 

' thernſelves into a 
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ching 
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man fail of the grace of Ga, Heb. 12.15. 
rumely provide and fore- 


otherwiſe 

they can. And this was the Wiſdom 

which the Lord commended in the «n- 

juſt Steward : for he was in a great 
ſtraight 
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when 
they 


Incum- 


ſome proves to be but_ of little Profit, 
and uncertain hazard, and of much Pains ; F 
they will try another way, which is like} 5, 
to yield better, with more caſe and 


for any Inducement in any ll thi 


that 1s abſolutely contrary to 
obedient Profeſſions. Nor in any | 
cupations, or buſineſs which abound ſo} 1: 
much with ſtrong Temptations, that 
there is no reaſonable expeRation, of 


their keeping Innocence, and faithfully Þ 
diſc ing thei Duty therein. . 


wo 


their | 
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ar 
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JE 
fairly conſiſtent, with an intire diſcharge | 
of their Duty in all Points. And where jo 
he can make a moderate, and reaſonable b 
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; to do 


Col. 3. 17. 


, I Cor. 10. 
in word, or 


we do, to do all to the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, 
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God, 
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ment of the way of Goglineſs ; no Con- ( / 
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Souls, and ' 
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and know 
price of both. And this will make them 
like other men. 


iſe ; ortifications, 
_ cd +0 _ , When 
they are | to a ſpiritual advantage ; 
and refuſe the Pleafures of the fleſh, 2nd 
4 : ihe <» 33 \ - (41, any 
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and for doing their Duty faith- 

liy to their Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
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or father & worber, or our own lives, 
more than our Bleſſed Lord, we are un- 
* worthy of him, Mat. 10.31. Luk. 14. 26. 
F# And the like. 
. They are jealous of their great end, 
examine nicely, and are very Diff- 
to give way, to any 
- thing that ro any colour, or 
- may in any Likelihood turn to its prej 
_ dice. They may be over-ſcen in 
; _— 5 they are ſuſpicious about 
* this, which they count of price. They 
will fear as far, as there is any cauſe or 
to fear, and reſolve with great 


pretence 
warinefs, and be ready to ſtart any poſ- E 
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DISCOURSE V. 
| About the Return of Prayers, or 


when we may, and when we 
may not, promile our ſelves the 


particular things we ask for. 

On Matt: 7. 7, 8. Ak and it ſhall be 
given you ; for every one that ak 
eth, receiveth. 


| | we conſider all thoſe Bleſſings, 


which God has promis'd to this Du- 
ty of Prayer; we ſhall preſently be 
, induced to conclude ; that a man 
- Whocan make uſe of it, can ſtand in need 
* of nothing. For ſoabundantly has God 
himſelf toall Suppli and {0 
ſive the Promiſes, which he 

has made to our Prayers, that we may 
ſcem to have it in our Power, to have 
every thing for asking. 7he Lord is nigh 
wnto all them that call upon him, ſays wry 

V 
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vid, to all that call p_ him in truth, 
Pal. 145. 18. and another 


= Lord or: god nd rea to forgive, 


to all that call up- 
on thee, Pal. "$6. 5 And whatever you 
ſhall ack in ver bel ths Gar Ba- 


viour, —> wnpe-bo dl ro _— 


— 
God has made to our Prayers. If we 
want pardon for our fins, he bids us ask, 
and we ſhall have it. If we need ſtrength 
and aid to overcome Temptations, he 
orders us to ſeck it at his hands, and we 
ſhall find it. If we — 
ther ſpiritual, or tempora 

to addreſs our ſelves to him for a ſup- 
ply, and binds himſelf ro grant what we 
deſire of him. 

Bur yet notwithſtanding all theſe rich 
and extenſive Promiſes, which God has 
made to our Prayers ; we daily fee that 
vaſt numbers of men, who pray to God, 
are not thus better d or ſupply'd by 


them. 'For how many are on fo 
the world, who are it may be every 
prima and Evening upon their kn 
defiring pardon for their fins, who wi 
0 75 fre mend iſh'd 
them > How mn tn we foquen 


f- 
ly 


ond wr en Wenn | 
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ly and importunately asking Grace, and 


to overcome Temptations, who 
are a—_ _—_— _ 
; They pray 1or iety, yet t 
- coatinue intemperate : r 4 ſue for Meck- 
nate : they ask for Peace, but yet they 
remain unruly and turbulent ; they beg 
Humility, Contentedneſs, Charity and 
ſeveral other Vertues, and after 
reſt ſtill as proud and covetous, wrathful 
and contentious as ever. 
Now here God's Promiſes are not per- 


form'd, and mens Prayers are not an-' 


. ſwered ; ſo that 'tis certain, there muſt 
be a failure ſome where. Either God 
doth not give men what he Promiſes, or 
- they do not ask are f ode, 

who ſhall receive. Some fault there is, 
either in God's Faithfulneſs, or our 
Prayers, which renders them fo unſuc- 
' ceſsful, and makes them ſo often bring 
down nothing to us, where they are pro- 
miſed all. 

And in this Competition, it is art caſis 
thing to Apologize for my Maker , and 
- to aſſert the Honour of his truth, and 
Faithfulneſs in this buſineſs. He is al- 


ways as good as his word, and not only 


willing, but forward to give all ; Nay, 
L more 
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more than he has promiſed, if we would 
but take care to ask as he requires. But 
all the hindrance lies in our own ſelves. 
We do not ask like men who would ob- 
tain ; we do not ſue for Pardon, as he 
will beſtow it ; nor pray for Grace, as 
if we defired it, or had a mind to make 


any uf of it, and therefore after all our 


Prayers for God's Supplies, we are till 
as indigent as we were before; Te ask 
and recerve not, ſays St: James, Te defire 
aud cannot obtain, becauſe you ask amiſs, 
Jam. 4. 2, 3- Whereas would we ask 
things, in ſuch wiſe as God has promi- 
{ed to grant them ; and ſeek them uj 
ſuch terms, as he has offer'd to beſtow 
them. Would we ask for Pardon of 
our ſins, only in repenting of them, and 
forſaking them ; and for Grace and Ver- 
rue, in the uſe of good and wife Endea- 
vours after them ; tis certain, we ſhould 
not go without them. Ask, ſays our Sa- 
viour, #t ſhall be given you ; for every one 
that asketh in this wiſe recerverh. 

To make my Diſcourſe upon this ſub- 
je as uſeful as T can, I enquire in- 
ro theſe two things. 


Firſt, Upon what terms we are to 
pray for any of God's mercies. And 
whea that is ſecured, Second- 
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of- ſucceſsful Pra yers. 
Rooms + Sp manner we ought 


x. 1 ſhall inquire upon what terms we 
are to pray for any of God's mercies 
and under what Conditions we muſt 
hope to receive them. God's Promiſes 
run upon Conditions, he to be- 
ſtow Benefits when we Daries, 
and offers the reward, after we have 
done the Service. And now what God 
promiſes only conditionally, we muſt 
not ask abſolutely ; we muſt nor 
that he will give, till we come duly 

ualified, and fitted ro receive ; we muſt 

k his Mercies on his own terms ; and 


ask them only in ſuch wiſe as he has 


undertaken to beſtow them. And this 
is that rule which Sr. Joh» preſcribes to 
us, which he makes the great Condi- 
tion of our Prayers, and the meaſure of 
our ExpeQtations. This, fays be, is the 
aq which we have in him, that if we 
ask any thing according to his will; "by 
heareth us, 1 Joh. 5. 14. 29 
To know then when we ask any thibg 
upon God's own terms, and ſue tor Mer- 
cies in ſuch fort, as he has promiſed to 
beſtow them ; we muſt enquire what 
his Will is concerning any thing which 
L 2 we 
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we ask for, or upon what terms he will 
give them ; and on what Conditions the 
Goſpel bids us to receive them ; 
and if we come duely prepared there- 
with, we may be ſure upon our Prayers 
to receive them. *uÞ 
Now Condition whereupon 
has iſed to Ve us wilful 
Sin, +. any Sin ha jar 4 know- 
ledge, or againſt the Checks and Warn- 
ings of our own Minds and Conſciences, 
is our (incere Repentance of it, and Care 
to amend and forſake it. And that Con- 
dition , whereupon he has promis'd to 
beſtow upon us any Vertue, is our own 
ſerious and diligent ſeeking, and endea- 
vouring after it. And that Condition 
whereupon he has promiſed, to confer 
upon us any gracious Afliſtances of his 
Holy Spirit, is fo far forth, as we are ho- 
neſtly prepared to uſe them ; and carc- 
fully co-operate our ſelves, and concurr 
therewith; and that Condition where- 
upon he has engaged to give us —_ 
eaſe, or ſafety, or any outward B 
when we ſeck and labour after them , 
is ſo far forth as in the Wiſdom of his 
iy Providence, he ſees them fit- 
ing for us; or conducing tothe advan- 
cage of the World, and the — 
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others. Upon theſe terms God has pro- 
miſed to beſtow theſe Mercies ; and if 
we have "them to ſhew, when we pray, 
our Prayers ſhall certainly procure ; 
but if we are'void of them, our Prayers 
can havenoſuch effe&; bur after all we 
ſhall ſtill be unrelieved and go without 
them. Weask what God is reſolved not 
to grant, 'and ſeek-what he has declared, 
we ſhall never find ; and ſuch Petitions 
can never take effect, . but muſt needs be 
| 0 a hr and>o ——_ 

any - we 1mpenitently go on 

therein;and continue to repeat the ſame ; 

he tells us pllolys if we will believe 

him, that we ſhall not be pardon'd , but -» 
© that except we repent we ſball ſurely periſh. 

Wwe" beg his Grace whilſt we never uſe 

i, nor-'endeavour after thoſe Vertues . 

which we pray for ; he aſſures us, that 

we ſhell beſo fir. from being intruſted 

with more Grace; that we ſhall loſe 

what we have received already, and that 
from him'that hath not, ſhall be raken even 
that- ' be hath ; theſe Prayers being 
bow. manger contrary 
to the Declarations of his Goſpel; they 
cannot be heard unleſs God ſhould change 
his mind, and give us 'a new Religion, 
and other ways of Ir WT — 

b) 


of ſucceſsful Prayers. 
the Forgiveneſs of it, with true peniten- 
tial and Engagements, and 
cangy © mind and praftice ; he muſt 
not Iye labouring at the Throne of 
Grace, and think to weary God with 
importunate intreaties, to him 
without more ado, and to ive him 
his Sin, whilſt he cantinues unreclaim- 
ed from it. He muſt not pray againſt 
a dreadful Puniſhment, whilſt he conti- 
nues in a wicked Practice ; and ſeek to 
appeaſe God, before he has reform'd 
himſelf, No he muſt fir himſelf for the 
favour before he ask it ; he muſt firſt re» 
pert and amend, and then let him in his 

yers profeſs he doth, and upon theſe 
Petitions he ſhall be pardon'd. And up- 
on theſe terms we are taught to beg par- 
don in our publick Prayers; concern- 
ing which I muſt profeſs from my own 

ence ; that the more Tu 

of my Religion, and the further I coq- 
ſider them ; the more cauſe 1 fee, as for 
the Body of them, moſt thankfully to 
admire and approve of them: And in 
them when we are exhorted to confeſs 
our fins, to the end that we may obtain 
forgiveneſs of the ſame , we are taught to 
do Fo with a penitent and obedient heart ; 
and again when after the Confeſſion of 
a 'L 4 our 
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God that he would reffore them that are 


penitent. And when afterwards we come 
to hear the comfortable words of God, 
in the abſolution of the Miniſter, we are 
w_ only CY thoſe = Iru- 
ly repent ; and of his pardoning ſuch as 
ns ey from Sin. This The no- 
ted for this end, that we may underſtand 
our own Devotions, and come to them 
with that full Purpoſe of re- 
ing and change of heart, which is 
abſolutely neceſſary for the acceptance 
of them. And when we pray thus, and 


with penitent hearts ask for God s Par- 
don, he will be ſare co grant it, and we 
ſhall not miſs of the Mercy and Forgive- 
neſs which we pray for, 

2. As for the Aſſiſtance of God's Ho- 
ly Spirit, he has no where promiſed to 
grant it, nor have we any ground to ex- 
pet it, unleſs we are —_— prepar'd 
to make a good uſe of it, carefull 
© coeommenr baboddnactnr with 
it. 


And as for any graciovs Tempers, and 
virtuous Diſpoſitions, he has not pro- 
miſled to give, nor muſt we hope to re- 


ceive 
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tr eay SY . i 
muſt in the uſe of our own 
Induſtry aqd' Endeavours. God 
will not new Grace upon us, till 
he ſees that we have made a good uſe 
of what he has beſtowed already : and 
we muſt improve the Talents which for- 
merly were intruſted with us, before he 
will think us duly qualified to receive 


thoſe , who had received the Talents, 
Matt. 2 . For this is the rule of God's 


from him that bath mot; 
i.e. hath not been careful co uſe and im- 
ve the ſame, as the wicked ſervant 
Net nor dens; who went and bid it, Ver. 
25. from bim ſhall be taken even that 
which be hath, Ver. 29. 
As for thoſe Prayers then” which God 
will anſwer , if they be for pardon of 
Sins, or for Grace and vertuous Diſpo- 
Ig ſitions, 


Pardon but upon So, 
any. Pad rows 


army SE. an ay 


to endeavour afterwards to a 
Vertue which we have 


pardon of his Sins, will be of n 
avail with God ; e kh will of 
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oy them, Prov. 1. 32. When 
Jeans waxed fat , faith Moſes, he kick- 
ed againſt him who made 
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I doubt not but that ſeveral perſons, whoſe 
Souls have utterly miſcarried in a proſpe- 


rous, 
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theſe Caſes 

And 

God only 

: whenſoever 

muſt 

this 

them fit-. 

ting and convenient, and leave the De- 

termination t Fo his un- 

erring Judgment. in way our 

Bleſſed Saviour hath ws, in the high 
eſt inſtance of this ſort of Prayers ; w 


he prayed againſt all the pains and hor- 
——_— flerings, Father ſays he,if it 
be poſſible let this bitter cup paſs from me, 
nevertheleſs, | determine nothing, but re- 
fer all to thy unerring Wiſdom in this 
matter, not my will but thine be dont, 
Matt. 26. 39. Thus 
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ſuch unmannerly,mean, and refuſe thi 
when they have todo withGod, as wor 
paſs for marks of and Dif- 
eſteem if they 


Firſt, With Reveraxe and Humility. 
When we pray to God, we muſt know, 
that we poor Worms are treating with 
our Maker ; that we moſt indigent and 
helpleſs Creatures are ſuing to our no- 

Benefadtar ; that we Fafal Subjects 
are addreſſing our ſelves to the fi 
Lord and Sovereign of all the World. 
And when we have to do with a perſon 
fo far above us, ſo unmeaſurably kind 
and beneficial to us, and that has ſo ab- 
ſolute Authority , Empire over us ; 
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kneeling, bowing or ; 
ſtific in all our Deportment, weare 
concern'd with that God, whom we can 
never Honour enough, and whom we 
ſeek to.cvidence our reſpe& unto, by all 
s, and moſt ſuitable In- 
by we are wont to Cx- 
preſs it towards men. This we are all 
to pay, as tis fit we ſhould, to 
Perſons that are placed above us ; and as 


forward generally toexa& it, of all fuch 
Gelow ws, o—_ h 


as are (ct 
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for, Gol will not bearkea to our Peat 
tions, when it may be we.our ſelves do 
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